
by Karen Derby

The Bay Village 
Board of Educa-
tion has approved 

a new logo for its Bay 
Village Rockets athletic 
teams, music groups and 
other student activity 
groups. It is a sleek, blue 
and red rocket designed 
by Bay High senior, Marek 
Mutch. Mutch’s design 
took first place in a Bay 
Rocket Logo Contest held 
by the district in November. The 
second place winner was senior 
Kaleigh Sima and third place 
went to junior Max Langer.

The Bay Rocket Logo Contest 
generated 167 student entries 
ranging from the traditional, 
to the whimsical, to the sophis-
ticated. The selection jury of 20 
members included students, 
staff, coaches and parents. Using 
a voting and discussion process 
that winnowed down the number 
of entries through a process of 
elimination, the three top winners 
were selected.

“The rocket could definitely 
be described as an Art Deco style,” 
said Gloria Wilder, art instructor 
at Bay Middle School. Art Deco is 
a classic, streamlined style, with 
geometric shapes, angles and 
straight lines. “It could also fall 
into the Futurism style. Both styles 
came into vogue during the early 
twentieth century.”

Greg Leininger, also an art 
instructor at Bay Middle School, 
agreed. “It might also fall into the 
Minimalist Modern 

category,” he added.
Whatever the style of the 

new logo, a number of the dis-
trict’s student groups are getting 
ready to use the design on cloth-
ing and sports items. The rocket 
will appear on this season’s 
wrestling gear, and it will be 
part of the new uniforms being 
adopted by the Bay High School 
Marching Band, for which the 
Bay High Band Boosters have 
been raising funds.

Mutch said he looked at the 
evolution of a variety of logos like 
Pepsi and Gatorade which he says 
have gone to a simpler yet more 
stylized design.

He hasn’t decided on a col-
lege yet, but would like to study 
digital art.

“I’ve always done art,” he 
said. “But I’ve become much more 
passionate about computer art in 
the last two years. I’ve recently 
started to get into other art medi-
ums, though, and I have to say 
that has helped my computer art 
even more.”

by Jean Smith

The students, faculty, parents and visitors 
to Lee Burneson Middle School on Dover 
Center Road know that something excit-

ing is going on in the vivarium. The glass-en-
closed room is being transformed into a winter 
wonderland by Don Bowman. 

Don is a familiar sight around the school 
because he goes there at least once a week to 
water and care for the plants in the vivarium. 

Don started planting 
flowers around the three 
trees on Dover Center 
Road in front of the Red 
Brick School in 2010. It 
was a problem getting 
water to the plants, so he 

asked if he could get water from the vivarium at 
Lee Burneson and in exchange, he would water 
the plants in the vivarium. Of course the school 
said yes, and Don has been at it since.

All of the plants were in the vivarium when 
Don came on board, except for several poinsettias 
that he contributed. There is a wonderful variety 
of plants including ferns, ivy, peace lilies, snake 
plants, bromeliads, schefflera, spider plants, and 
a surprising number of orchids.

Don started decorating the vivarium this 
year with a fall festival theme in October, and is in 
the process now of decorating for winter and the 
holidays. Don loves plants and loves caring for 
living things. He lives in an apartment and does 
not have space for a garden, so once a week the 
vivarium becomes his garden sanctuary.
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INSIDE:
Kids write 
about seasonal 
family traditions 
on pages 12-13

Creating an indoor winter wonderland 
at Lee Burneson Middle School

Bay High senior designs 
new Rockets logo

 » See LOGO, page 6

Church of the Redeemer’s chancel choir, under the direction of Carol Peddie, perform 
seasonal music during a holiday concert at the Westlake church on Dec. 11. 

Hoops for Hunger gets bigger every year
by Steve Novak

In 2009, Rob Hendricks, an eighth-grader at Rocky River 
Middle School, wanted to find a way to get fellow class-
mates – and neighboring rival Bay Village – to help the 

less fortunate in their community. It was from this that Hoops 
for Hunger was born.

This student-led mission comes together every winter 
for three weeks to donate food and funds that benefits the 
Cleveland Foodbank’s Harvest for Hunger campaign.

The culmination of the three-week project is a boys 
basketball game between Rocky River and Bay high schools. 
In order to get some real exposure, Rob presented his idea to 
SportsTime Ohio who loved the idea and televises the game 
annually.

The new logo features a more stylized 
design in the Bay Schools’ colors and 
the words “Bay Rockets” to set it apart 
from other schools’ rocket logos.

 » See HOOPS, page 7

Happy Holidays 

from the citizen writers, 

photographers, editors & staff of the 

Westlake |Bay Village Observer!

Thanks for making your community 

paper a success we can all be proud of!

We’ll see you in 2012!
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Lakewood

To reach any of our facilities, call 

O’Neill Management 
Locally owned and managed 
by the John O’Neill Family, 

serving seniors in the 
West Shore area since 1962.

Bay Village

North Ridgeville

North Olmsted

605 BRADLEY ROAD, BAY VILLAGE  |  (440) 871-3474  | WWW.BBHC.NET

Call (440) 871-3474 today and see what
Bradley Bay has to offer by scheduling a tour. 

Owned and operated by the John O’Neill Family since 1962.  A Legacy of Excellence for nearly 50 years. 

Bradley Bay is a premier Skilled Nursing Facility.   

 Private Rooms 
Medicare / Medicaid / Private Insurance
Extensive In-Patient and Outpatient Rehabilitation 
Services
Orthopaedic Clinic managed by Michael Hritz, MD of 
Orthopaedic Associates. 

33 Assisted Living Suites

The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 
community newspaper and website written by, for 
and about the residents of Westlake and Bay Village, 
providing perspectives and information about topics 
and events in our community.

The mission of the Westlake | Bay Village Observer is to 
inform, involve and energize the community through 
citizen participation of 380+ community writers.

We encourage residents of Westlake and Bay to join in 
and share stories, photos, and information about our 
great communities. 

We do not accept payment for the inclusion of articles.

The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a locally-owned 
news source published biweekly.

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.
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Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d love 
to hear from you! Here are some guidelines to keep in 
mind when writing for the Observer:

Anyone who lives, works or has a vested interest in •	
Westlake or Bay Village is encouraged to contribute.
Aim for 300-500 words. •	
Check your facts. Take the extra time to ensure •	
accuracy.
Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy •	
others’ work and remember to credit your sources.
Be respectful of others.•	
Write for the community. Your stories will be read •	
by people throughout Westlake and Bay Village 
(and beyond) so keep the audience in mind when 
choosing topics.
Know you’ll be edited. All stories pass through •	
editors who review stories for spelling and 
grammar. We try to keep the news as “unfiltered” 

as possible, but may edit 
length and content if 
necessary.
Disclose your affiliation. •	
If you have a personal or 
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the subject of your story, 
let your readers know.
Don’t write stories solely to promote your •	
business–that’s what ads are for.
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along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to us for 
advice or help with topics, content or the submission 
process. 
To join in, sign-up through the Member Center at 
www.wbvobserver.com and submit your stories & 
photos. Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of 2 
megabytes in size. If you have questions, contact us 
at staff@wbvobserver.com. 
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BAY VILLAGE FAMILY DREAM HOUSE 
FOR SALE

5 bedrooms – 2600 sq. ft. 
plus finished basement
2 ½ newly remodeled 
bathrooms
Double pane windows
Newer furnace & AC
Leaf guard gutters
Large lot with trees
Professional landscape & 
sprinklers
12’ x 20’ Screened porch
New Roof & New Siding
Hardwood Floors in         
Bedrooms

Let me come to your door 
to groom your beloved pet!
Services offered:
All natural grooming products
Aromatherapy for calming your pet
Massage/Warm Towel Wrap
Paw/Pad Treatment
Fur Coloring
Facials Teeth Brushing

Fur De’Tail
Heather O’Connor - Professional Groomer

www.furdetail.com

Let me come to your door 
to groom your beloved pet!

Mobile Pet Salon
440-787-4058

COMMUNITY EVENTS
View more events and post your own on the Observer website at wbvobserver.com BECOME AN OBSERVER!

JOIN MORE THAN 380 CITIZEN WRITERS
SHARE YOUR STORIES ABOUT WESTLAKE & BAY VILLAGE 

Take pride in your community; take part in your community 
newspaper! 

We’re calling for news and information from our neighborhoods, 
civic groups, community organizations, booster groups, schools, 

churches and more in Westlake and Bay Village.  
Write stories, announce events or take photos.

You don’t need experience – if you see something of interest, write 
about it or take a picture and send it in!

It’s fun and easy to be part of this community project!

Sign up today in the online newsroom at
www.wbvobserver.com 

2011
WINNERWINNER

★★★

Dec. 14, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Meeting of the Northeast Ohio PC Club 
The meeting is free and open to the public. You don’t have to be a member. The featured speaker 
will be mary Jamba, a seasoned nEOPC member, who’ll talk on “Social networks.” If you’re already 
involved in social networking and want to make better use of it for personal and business connec-
tions, or if you’re wondering whether to get involved in the first place, you don’t want to miss this 
talk! mary’s presentation will begin at 7:15 p.m., but come early, at 6:30 p.m., to socialize and enjoy 
free refreshments – and to meet Mary.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m.
Bay Village Community Band Concert - A Christmas Celebration
the Bay Village Community Band presents its Annual Christmas Celebration. Come enjoy the songs 
of the Christmas season! featuring the classics with a few audience sing-a-longs. free admission.
Bay Middle School, 27225 Wolf Rd.

Dec. 16, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Journey to Bethlehem: A Live Nativity
You are invited to Church of the Redeemer’s annual live nativity featuring King herod, angels, 
shepherds, magi, Mary, Joseph and Baby Jesus. Journey to Bethlehem is an indoor/outdoor experi-
ence complete with live animals and music. 15-minute journeys will run continuously. Dress for the 
weather and enjoy refreshments after your journey. Admission is free. for more information, please 
call 440-331-0834.
Church of the Redeemer United Church of Christ, 23500 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake

Dec. 21, 7 p.m.
Blue Christmas Service
Church of the Redeemer united Church of Christ and Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Westlake 
invite you to a Blue Christmas service. not everyone’s life is in step with the merry rejoicing of the 
Christmas season. Blue Christmas is a special holiday service of prayer and reflection that provides 
an occasion to honor the birth of Jesus for those who are finding it hard to rejoice. Everyone will 
have the opportunity to light a candle to remember a loss, acknowledge pain and hardship, offer 
thanks for support received, and to hear a word of hope. A jazz band will provide music for the 
service. Blue Christmas is free and open to all who seek comfort in the hope of the season. for more 
information, please call 440-331-0834.
Church of the Redeemer United Church of Christ, 23500 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake

 

  

Big interview coming up?

Is your resume flawless?

Planning a child’s birthday party?

Looking for a new family pet?

Do you have this year’s 
school supplies yet?

Check With Nicole 
can help you today!
visit: www.checkwithnicole.com
or call 440.212.9588

Check With Nicole
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by Marge Widmar

Reid Wood, Professor Emeritus at 
Lorain County Community Col-
lege, introduced the Westlake-

Westshore Arts Council Quarterly Event 
audience to an art that can be cerebral, 

thought-provoking, and serious – yet 
can also leave room for humor. This 
art, called Mail Art, is an international 
movement, whose forms, imagery, and 
messages come with a myriad of possi-
bilities for creativity, interpretation and 
expression. 

The work can be in the form of an 
envelope that is created with any media 
– paint, ink, printmaking, collage. Some 
mail artists are influenced by what is the 
norm for the postal system, such as the 
cancellation stamp. It has inspired mail 
artists to create their own stamps which 
they use to print upon their envelopes, 
etc., or its contents. 

Artists also design their own sheets 
of “artistamps,” which take on the per-
forated look and form of official postal 
stamps.  A piece of mail art upon receipt 
can be altered and returned to the sender, 
creating a network back and forth. Some 
mail art is one-on-one and some is group 
collaboration, which led to the movement 
being termed “the Eternal Network.”

Wood showed a very impressive 
example of collaborative mail art with 
a striking “box” containing the artwork 
of 73 different artists. The project was 
organized by Vittore Baroni of Viareggio, 

Italy. Each of the 73 artists 
submitted 150 identical 
8.5-by-11-inch pages of 
their art for inclusion in 
the box project.  In some 
instances artists added 
3-D work to the 2-D 
pages.

One hundred-
fifty identical 
boxes were then 
assembled – each to 
contain the artists’ work (73 
pages of mail art). Each contribut-
ing artist received one of the boxes with 
the remaining boxes to be sold to col-
lectors, museums, etc. Following the 
program, “oohs” and “ahhs” could be 
heard from members of the audience 
as Reid opened the box he had received 
on this collaboration, and pointed out 
particular works/pages of art.

Many of the works of mail art that Reid 
Wood shared were addressed to “State of 
Being.” Wood explained that that was his 
pseudonym, which many mail artists use. 
Other examples he shared were “ex posto 
facto”, “Anna Banana” and “Cracker Jack 
Kid” (because the excitement of open-
ing a piece of mail to discover the art 

inside is similar to finding a prize in 
a Cracker Jack box).

Some pseudonyms have become 
“public,” meaning that any mail artist 
can use them to send anonymously. Wood 
explained that if a letter comes from a 
Karen Eliot or Luther Blisset, it could be 
from anyone.

Wood stated that the beginning of 
mail art is generally credited to Ray John-
son who organized one of the first exhibi-
tions held in 1970 at the Whitney Museum 
in New York City. Since then, mail art has 
expanded to include sound, music, per-
formance art and video. And, yes, the 
internet has added another dimension 
for mail art and its networking. 

‘Mail art’ comes to Westlake

by Jacquie Mayer

Rhonda Schneider, vice president 
of the Bay Village Education 
Foundation, along with Grants 

Co-Chair Ellie Bricmont, awarded 
over $12,000 in grants to Bay educa-
tors at the Nov. 28 Board of Education 
Meeting. A grand total of $14,267 was 
awarded in partnership with Bay Vil-
lage Kiwanis.

The BVEF, a non-profit organi-
zation in its 26th year, awards grant 
monies to support enrichment oppor-
tunities across the curriculum for Bay 
Village students. This year, the follow-
ing educators were awarded grants:

The Bay High School library staff 
received $1,087 for two iPad 2’s, as 
well as $600 toward updating the Lois 
Calmus Memorial Reading Garden. 
As winner of the 2011 Maynard Bauer 
Leadership Award, BHS Principal Jason 
Martin also received $2,000 for “Rachel’s 
Challenge,” an anti-bullying program 
presented this fall for students at Bay 
High School and Bay Middle School.

Bay Middle School social stud-
ies teacher and Joseph H. Thompson 
Economic Award winner Matt Kralik 
received $2,500 for the purchase of 
five iPads to be utilized in enhancing 
the eighth-grade financial literacy cur-
riculum; while sixth-grade math teach-
ers Lawrence Kuh and Mark Kevesdy 
received $998 to purchase two iPads 
for use in their classrooms.

Westerly enrichment resource 
teacher Marian Harmount was award-
ed $ 2,782 for the purchase of 12 iPod 

Touches and 
accessor ies 
for use at 
both Westerly 
and BMS.

N o r -
mandy first-
grade teacher 
Barbara Ayers 
and librarian 
Linda Noble 
r e c e i v e d 
$1,500 for the purchase of netbooks to 
be utilized in both after-school inter-
net safety/keyboarding classes and for 
research during the school day; and 
kindergarten teacher Elizabeth Shirey 
won the Waldron Award for Language 
Arts, receiving $180 to purchase CD 
players to encourage independent 
reading in her classroom.

Bay Village Kiwanis partnered 
with BVEF to award the following: 
$519 to Westerly intervention special-
ist Shawn Stansbury and speech and 
hearing specialist Maria Kaminski 
for a new communication software 
application; $1,000 to BHS Assistant 
Principal Aaron Ereditario in support 
of WINGS: Helping Adolescent Girls 
to Soar; and the Golden Award (sup-
porting students with special needs) 
with $1,100 to BHS special education 
teacher/intervention specialist Rick 
Manderine in support of the PAL 
program for special needs students 
and their peer mentors.

The community can support 
the BVEF in their efforts to provide 
enrichment opportunities and sup-

port creativity in Bay Village schools 
by participating in the Ten Campaign 
(forms available at school offices, the 
Board of Education office or online at 
BayEdFoundation.org) and by attend-
ing the organization’s annual fundrais-

ing event, “Creating Opportunities” on 
Sunday, Jan. 29, at Arrabiata’s in Bay. 
This event features a silent auction, 
raffle, door prizes, dining and fun. 
Visit BayEdFoundation.org for more 
details. 

Bay Village Education Foundation trustees Ellie Bricmont, far left, and Rhonda Schneider, far right, 
awarded over $12,000 in grants to Bay educators at last month’s Board of Education meeting.

Bay Village Education 
Foundation awards 
over $12,000 in grants

Examples of mail art from 
Reid Wood’s collection.

Professor Reid Wood explains the 
concept of mail art while displaying 
some creative examples.

Don’t forget to 
put me on your 
Christmas list!
Treat your pet to our

at-home pet care.

HOT DIGGITY DOG, INC.

440-871-9245
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Classes begin Jan. 9 in Lakewood

The University of Akron Lakewood
wants to be your University.
At UALakewood, you can take classes from a major university 
in an advanced learning environment situated in the heart of 
Lakewood. We offer a variety of courses at times convenient 
for busy students of all ages. Located on the first floor of the 
historic Bailey Building in downtown Lakewood: 
14725 Detroit Ave., Suite 108. Phone: 216-221-1141

  UALakewood Open House, December 21, Noon - 7pm. 

The University of Akron is an Equal Education and Employment Institution.

Could my husband  
really handle it all alone?   

How would I ask  
for help?

Did I let the dog out?
Gotta pick the girls up from soccer.  

What if I had cancer  
like Jackie? 

Oh, Book Club, wish they  
had CliffsNotes for this one. 
What if I didn’t know how  
much longer I had left ?

 

Imagine being Jackie.
Gotta drop off dinner for her.  

If I serve chicken one more time, we’re  
all going to start clucking. 

Thinking about the end-of-life is the first step to talking about it. At 
Hospice of the Western Reserve, we believe discussing it early will 
help both you and your family when the time comes. That’s why we 
encourage you to talk to your family about your wishes now. We’re 
here to guide you. Contact us for a booklet that explains our services 
and helps you start the conversation.

hospicewr.org/plan | 855.852.5050

HSPC-106Jackie4CAd4_625x7_5WBVO.indd   1 10/13/11   9:02 AM

by Shelly Norehad

Students at Rocky River’s School of Rock 
spent many hours in November crafting 
their own version of Mike Peters and The 

Alarm’s classic “Love Hope Strength.” It was all 
part of a three-day recording workshop which 
provided an interactive educational music expe-
rience with an emphasis on vocal, instrumental 
and arrangement pre-production. 

“The students learned how detailed and 
competent one must be to cut tracks in a record-
ing studio. And on the last day of the workshop, 
we did just that at Elevation Studios in downtown 
Cleveland,” said music director, Tommy Rich.

Their version of the song is currently avail-
able for worldwide download. All proceeds 
from the downloads will benefit the Love Hope 
Strength Foundation which is an international 
music-centric cancer charity co-founded in 2007 
by leukemia survivors Mike Peters and James 
Chippendale, president of CSI Entertainment.

“Early detection of cancer can lead to an 80% 
survival rate and what better way to spread the 
word about cancer awareness to a younger gen-
eration than through the talented students of the 
School of Rock,” said Love Hope Strength execu-
tive director Shannon Foley. “Love Hope Strength 
is proud to be teaming up with School of Rock and 
honored to have a song that has meant so much to 
Mike Peters, and millions of survivors around the 
world, be the centerpiece of this workshop.”

You can download the song by clicking on the 
School of Rock link at lovehopestrength.org (or 
access this story on the Observer website, wbvob-
server.com, for a direct link to the song). Tracks 
are 99 cents and all proceeds will go directly to 
the LHS Foundation. Be sure to download School 
of Rock, Rocky River’s version because the school 
that raises the most money will receive a very 
special visit as a reward from Mike Peters. 

Patrick McCafferty of Bay Village gets a 
feel for the recording studio at Elevation 
Studios in downtown Cleveland.

Young musicians record song to raise 
money for cancer charity

by Scott Dockus

Returning by popular 
demand, Twin Engine 
retakes the Unity Spiri-

tual Center stage for their 
annual “The Night in Beth-
lehem” performance. If you 
witnessed the performance 
last year, no doubt you’ll want 
to see it again. This year’s per-
formance will be held Sunday, 
Dec. 18, at 7 p.m. Tickets are 
$15 for adults; $10 for children; 
and $10 each for four or more 
tickets.

“The Night in Bethle-
hem,” a delightful tale for 
the young and young at heart, 
takes place after the birth of 
Jesus, as a young boy named 
Samuel anxiously awaits his 
time to talk with Joseph. He’s 
waited all day for Joseph to 
explain how this came to be, 
from the Angels to the Kings 
and how they all arrived in 
Bethlehem. But Samuel, a 
seven-year-old boy, is also 
excited to play his drum for 
the new baby Jesus.

This narrated story is set 
to an original score, written 
and arranged by Kent and 
Christopher Dockus from 
Twin Engine. This year’s show 

includes additional music, a 
new original and guest vocalist 
Nick Batton and bassist Max 
Duffy from the band Chil.

The show opens with 
an electrifying version of “O 
Holy Night” then onto a newly 
arranged rockin’ version of 
“Mary Did You Know?” We’re 
also proud to welcome the 
return of Karl Bunkelman as 
our guest narrator.

The music of “The Night 
in Bethlehem” was inspired by 
the sounds of Trans-Siberian 
Orchestra, Tracy Silverman 
and other alternative rock/
orchestra performers. The nar-
rated story was inspired by a 
simple love for Christmas and 
its meaning. The Dec. 18 show 
of “The Night in Bethlehem” 
concludes with more rockin’ 
nonsecular Christmas music 
from Twin Engine. The night 
promises to leave all in atten-
dance filled with Christmas 
spirit.

Tickets may be purchased 
online at www.unitiyspiritual-
center.com/bethlehem.html 
or in person at Unity Spiri-
tual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., 
Westlake, including the night 
of the event. Refreshments will 
be available. 

Unity presents a rockin’ 
Christmas program Dec. 18
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Live Jazz Every Friday & Saturday Night!  9pm

THIS FRIDAY:

THIS
SATURDAY:

JOIN US FOR HAPPY HOUR
Mon-Fri  5-7pm

Late Night Happy Hour Fri & Sat  9-11pm

18515 Detroit Avenue  Lakewood, OH
georgetownrestaurant.net

Reservations 216.221.3500

  Holiday Gift Certi�cates Available!  

Holiday Feature Menu
3 Courses for $35

PLUS Receive 1 bottle of wine 1/2 o�  
with the purchase of the Holiday Feature Menu.  

Limit one bottle per group or table. No exceptions.
(Available Monday thru �ursday)

Evelyn Wright  
& Bob Ferazza

Bill Ransom Trio

216-529-0360
www.neubertpainting.com 

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

The westside’s housepainter 
for over 35 years!

Interior • Exterior
LAMP BROKEN?
Don’t toss it, I’ll �x it!

All type of lamps repaired:
Floor, wall, table, landscape lights

Reasonable rates
Pick up & delivery

RAY’S LAMP REPAIR
440-871-4389

KITTENS 
Four-month old kittens,
in need of good homes. 
2 males, 3 females
All shots; neutered.
Very docile and lovable.
$15 each
Call David at 
440-935-2676

Don broke ground in 2009 by joining the Westlake Garden Club which 
had been, up to that time, an all female club. He joined the club because 
of his interest in gardening and to learn more about plants. He now has 
company, with three additional male members in the garden club. 

Don attended the Red Brick School, Dover Elementary School, and 
Dover/Westlake High School, graduating in 1960. He has a fondness 
for the schools and the area, and this is his way of giving back to the 
community that he loves.

He believes that seniors have so much to offer and wishes more 
seniors would get involved in doing things that contribute to the 
community. Don has traveled extensively, mainly to colder climates, 
including Alaska, Siberia, and the Arctic Circle. Getting to Antarctica 
is definitely on his bucket list.

So coming to the vivarium once a week, especially in winter, is like 
a mini vacation for Don, where he can get lost in doing what he enjoys 
most. Don believes in volunteering at any age and is now busy working 
with the Marines on the Toys for Tots project. He is at the warehouse 
almost every day helping sort toys. 

Don feels very fortunate to be able to do things that he truly enjoys. 
Caring for the plants and decorating the vivarium to celebrate the 
seasons is his way of helping to make our community a better place 
to live. 

Thanks, Don, for a job well done. 
Don Bowman stands among his creative plantings in the vivarium at Westlake’s Lee 
Burneson Middle School that he has been nurturing since 2009.

WONDERLAND continued from front page

The Bay High Rockets, as do many high 
school athletic teams, adopted a favorite logo 
about 10 years ago from an admired college 
with the same team name; in this case, the 
Toledo Rockets. Bay Village Schools superin-
tendent Clint Keener contacted the University 
of Toledo recently when a new gymnasium 
floor was being installed at the high school.

“I wanted to get formal approval from 
them to use the logo because we were think-
ing of having it painted into the gym floor,” he 
said. However, Keener learned that the district 
could no longer use the University of Toledo 
rocket design.

“They declined to give us permission,” he 
said. “And I understand. As it turns out, we saw 
it as an opportunity to involve students in a 
future symbol of our team and school spirit.”

Keener said that the district will pursue a trademark for the new design. “There 
are an unbelievable number of rockets in use for logos out there,” he said. “Any one 
of them resembles another in some way. But the board is adopting our rocket to 
be used with ‘Bay Rockets’ or ‘Bay Village Rockets’ and our school colors to make 
it clear that this is our own logo.”

The Bay Village Schools sports teams have been the Rockets since 1947, but 
no one in the district can recall the board ever formally adopting a rocket logo. 
“There have been all kinds of rockets over the years,” said Amy Huntley, president 
of the Bay Village Board of Education and an alumna of Bay High School. “Now 
we’ll have one that we can definitely call our own.”

The first home basketball game on Friday, Jan. 27, will include a celebration 
of the new logo and recognition of the top three art logo competition winners. 
“There will be some surprises that evening,” said Keener. “I encourage everyone 
to come and cheer on our Bay Rockets.” 

LOGO continued from front page

Marek Mutch, Bay High 
senior, won first place out 
of 167 entries into the Bay 
Rocket Logo Contest.

St. John Medical Center fills top 
leadership role

St. John Medical 
Center has appoint-
ed William A. Young 

Jr. as president and CEO, 
replacing Cliff Coker, who 
announced his retirement 
earlier this year. Young will 
begin his new role by Dec. 
31, 2011. The announce-
ment was made by Ronald 
W. Dees, chairman of the 
Board of Directors for 
St. John Medical Center, 
which is co-owned by the 
Sisters of Charity Health 
System and University 
Hospitals.

As president and CEO, 
Young will oversee the daily operations 
and lead the medical center’s growth and 
service expansion plans as it continues 
to meet the needs of the west side com-
munity. Specifically, he will manage the 
medical center’s five-year, $100-million 
strategic plan, which includes hospital 
renovations and adding specialty ser-
vices and programs.

“With proven leadership and opera-

tional skills, Mr. Young will 
be integral to ensuring the 
growth and expansion of 
St. John Medical Center,” 
said Sister Judith Ann 
Karam, CSA, president 
and CEO, Sisters of Char-
ity Health System. “With 
his extensive background 
and dedication to Catho-
lic health care, I am con-
fident he will continue 
to fulfill our faith-based 
mission, support the 
provision of high quality 
patient-centered care in 
service to the community 
and prepare the medical 

center for the future of health care.”
Prior to his appointment as presi-

dent and CEO of SJMC, Young spent 
more than five years as Chief Operating 
Officer for South Pointe and Marymount 
hospitals. Before coming to Cleveland, 
Young served four years as president 
of St. Joseph Health Center in Warren, 
where he oversaw a $19-million con-
struction project. 

William Young Jr. has 
been named president 
and CEO of St. John 
Medical Center.

Advertise in the 
Observer!

Special rates for new 
advertisers!

Contact Laura at 440-477-3556 or 
laura@wbvobserver.com for details
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Give the gift of beauty, health and wellness

Their first year they raised 8,000 
units (a unit being one can of food or $1 

donation). Year Two brought in 25,000 
units and last year they reached 45,000 
units. The total from those first three 
years translates into nearly 300,000 meals 
and this year they’ve gathered more than 
50,000 units.

Sponsors of the Hoops for Hunger 
campaign include Giant Eagle, PNC 
Bank, Rae-Ann Skilled Nursing and Reha-
bilitation, SportsTime Ohio, and Bay Vil-
lage YPF, along with dozens of other local 
businesses donating thousands of dollars 

and silent auction/Chinese raffle items 
to fund the Cleveland Foodbank.

This year’s basketball game was an 
even battle in the first half but Rocky 
River pulled away from host Bay Village 
in the second half for a 66-45 victory. 

by Suzanne Krippel

Numerous families took advan-
tage of a fun-filled event at the 
Educator’s Market & Toy store in 

Westlake on Saturday, Dec. 10.  As part 
of the Great Lakes Restoration Initia-
tive (GLRI) Project, “A Holistic Water-
shed Approach to Health at Huntington 
Beach,” the fun fest used a book by Joel 
Harper called “All the Way to the Ocean” 
to help teach kids and adults about 
watershed protection.  

The Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conserva-
tion District provided a hands-on learning 
game called Incredible Journey to allow 
kids to make a bracelet while learning 
about the water cycle. Lake Erie Nature & 
Science Center brought a variety of cuddly 
and interesting animals which allowed an 
up-close look at these fascinating crea-
tures.

The Cuyahoga County Board of 
Health (CCBH) used a 3-D streetscape 

model to demonstrate urban and rural 
water systems. This interactive display 
realistically shows the migration of fresh 
water and the transfer of waste water. 
CCBH also provided coloring pages and a 
paper butterfly craft project that encour-
aged the kids to get creative.  

Educator’s Market & Toy will post the 
watershed pledges that the kids made to 
protect the Earth’s water next year. In fact, 
to encourage pledge participation, each 
child received a plastic animal toy to help 
them remember their pledge. Families 
had a chance to win a rain barrel to help 
become more sustainable in their own 
yard and one lucky winner got the call.

The GLRI will have numerous proj-
ects next year and we encourage families 
to participate and get involved in protect-
ing their environment. To find out more, 
check out our Facebook page at GLRI 
Huntington Beach and contact Suzanne 
Krippel at skrippel@ccbh.net or 216-201-
2001, ext. 1242. 

Kids have fun while learning 
about watershed protection

HOOPS   
continued from front page

From left, student organizers Madeline Cook and Rob 
Hendricks, Rocky River High School student advisor Peggy 
Liberatore and teacher Jeff Smith, and sponsor Cindy Griffiths-
Novak from Rae-Ann Nursing and Rehabilitation.

Students from both schools, along with Rocky River Mayor Pam Bobst (far left), hold 
the check to be presented to the Cleveland Foodbank.

Three-year-old twins Morgan, left, and Madison Burnett get an up-close 
look at a Saw-whet owl held by Lake Erie Nature & Science Center volunteer 
Judy Brody. The girls came to the GLRI event with their mother, Heather, 
and grandmother, Nancy Martin.
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REDEEMER
United Church of Christ

23500 Center Ridge Rd.CHURCH OF THE

JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM: A LIVE NATIVITY - Dec. 16 & 17,  6:30 - 8:30 pm
BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE - Dec. 21, 7:00 pm
CHRISTMAS SERVICES - Christmas Eve, 5:00 pm (especially for children), 

ff f

f
f

f

f f

f

f f

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24TH  ~  3 PM     5 PM     9 PM

27650 Center Ridge Road | Westlake, Ohio 44145 | Ph: (440) 871-3088 | westlakeumc.org

Children are welcome at all services. Free, professional childcare at 3, 5 and 9pm

WELCOMES YOU FOR 
CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP

5pm is a family service for all generations

23855 
440-835-0400

www.UnitySpiritualCenter.com

Christmas at Unity
�e Gift of Truths

C S, D   8 
Join us at Unity Spiritual Center for an evening that will �ll your 
spirit with quiet warmth and help you to set an intention for 
personal growth.

It’s a Great Story
C D, D   11  

Christmas at Unity is always a beautiful and sacred experience. 
Bring your loved ones and join us in Unity Hall on Christmas Day. 
People of all faiths are welcome.

JOIN US FOR CHRISTMAS SERVICES
AND SHARE THE GLORIOUS NEWS

OF OUR SAVIOR’S BIRTH.

SERVICE SCHEDULE

DEC. 24th — Family Contemporary & 
Traditional Worship Services 5:00 pm
Contemporary Worship Service 7:00 pm
Traditional Worship Service 7:00 pm
Traditional Worship Service 11:00 pm

DEC. 25th — Traditional Worship Service 10:00 am
DEC. 31st — Traditional Worship Service 7:00 pm
JAN. 1st    — Traditional Worship Service 10:00 am

For further information, call the 
church office at (440) 835-3050

St. Paul Lutheran 
Church & School

27993 Detroit Road, Westlake 44145
www.stpaulwestlake.org

EXPERIENCE THE JOY OF THE SEASON WITH US AT

St.PaulXmasAd_Observer- 11_St.PaulXmasAd_Color- 10  12/6/11  1:41 PM  Page 1

Ad artwork ©2011 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

Special Christmas Schedule:

Walk with Us...
Sunday 10 a.m. Communion Service

Bay High School Auditorium

An Anglican Community

“Go, make disciples, teach them to obey the commands of Christ.” Matthew 28:19-20

CHRISTMAS EVE
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24

5 p.m. SERVICE AT BAY HIGH SCHOOL 
with Children’s Choir 
and Adult Ensemble

11 p.m. HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE 
at the Great Hall at 25415 Lake Road 

(on Bay Presbyterian Church premises)

CHRISTMAS DAY
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25

10 a.m. HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE 
at the Great Hall

FREE PARKING AT PROSPECT AND EAST 22ND ST.

Connect with us:

Saturday, December 24
5 p.m. 
Family Eucharist and Pageant
10:30 p.m. 
Prelude
Music for choir, organ and trumpet

11 p.m. 
Choral Eucharist
The Very Rev. Tracey Lind, preaching  
at all services

Sunday, December 25

10 a.m. 
Eucharist with Carols
The Very Rev. Tracey Lind, preaching

Saturday, December 31
3 p.m. and 5 p.m.  
Boar’s Head and Yule Log Festival
A Cleveland Christmas tradition, the 
festival is a multi-sensory Elizabethan 
Christmas experience.

Sunday, January 1

10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist
5 p.m.
Solemn Sung Eucharist

Spend Christmas
Downtown 
at Trinity Cathedral

TrinityCathedralLakewoodObserverAdChrist2012.indd   1 12/6/11   12:56 PM

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
December 24 

Christmas Eve, 7:00 p.m. 
December 25 

Christmas Day, 10:00 a.m.

Advent Episcopal Church

W orship together this holiday season 
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St. Bernadette School 

  
Building Faith - Building Minds - Building Futures

     
1952 - 2012

You are cordially invited to our annual 

“OPEN HOUSE”
Sunday, January 29, 2012

10:30 am to 12:30 pm

2300 Clague Road - Westlake, Ohio 44145
440-734-7717 office@stbern.net

“Home of the Bulldogs”

Wishing you Peace & Joy this Christmas Season!

by Rev. RJ Johnson, Advent 
Episcopal Church

“In that region there were 
shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their 

flock by night. Then the angel of the 
Lord stood before them...” When we 
hear these familiar words from the 
Christmas narrative, the sentimental 
lens through which we read gives us 
the image of gentle and devout men 
prepared for a visitation from God. 
In contrast, first-century Rabbinic 
texts describe shepherds as a rough, 
thieving bunch who stole from their 
employers and surrounding land 
owners. 

Which view is correct? Were the 
shepherds gentle, devout herders, or 
disreputable thieves? They were prob-
ably neither, instead ordinary people 
doing a job that was necessary for their 
communities, but nonetheless held in 
contempt by many of those who ben-
efitted from their labor. What we know 

from the narrative is that they were so 
highly valued by God that He sent Jesus 
for their salvation.

We live in a polarized society that 
tends to view people as either good or 
evil. If we like a person, they can do 
nothing wrong, and we find ways to 
justify even their worst behavior. If 
we dislike a person, they can do noth-
ing good, and we can find fault with 
even their most noble efforts. We do 
the same thing with racial, ethnic and 
gender groups; political parties; and 
even entire nations. 

Every heart has the capacity for 
both good and evil. From the story 
of the appearance of the angel to 
shepherds, we can learn to resist the 
temptation to view people as one 
dimensional, either wholly admirable 
or wholly ignoble. The message we 
hear at Christmas inspires us to view 
each person as one so valued by God 
that Jesus came to free them from sin 
and death. To us, all of us, was born a 
savior who is Christ the Lord. 

To shepherds and to us

by Nancy Fester, Westlake United 
Methodist Church

“What has come into being with 
him was life, and the life was the light 
of all people. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it.” –John 1:3b-5 (NRSV)

Candlelight has an especially dear 
place in our worship at Christ-
mas. The glow casts a warmth 

in the now, a longing and hope for what 
is to come. When we light a candle prior 
to a meal or a prayer, it is said that we 
invite and instill a sense of the sacred 
in each of us gathered there. 

Darkness comes in many forms. 
It can be physical or emotional; even 
spiritual. Upon what manner of dark-
ness would we hope for our candle, 
our prayer, to cast light? Do we pray 
for peace? Joy? An experience of the 
holy? What needs and opportunities 
in the world around us would our 

candles expose and illuminate? 
I know that my fervent prayer is 

for economic justice. I long for relief 
from the increasing poverty faced by 
so many, and for some correspond-
ing peace from the anxieties that are 
inherent in such poverty.

Upon what darkness do you 
need candlelight cast in your own 
life? Where are you most needing 
warmth? Joy? Sharing? Could light-
ing a candle as an invitation to prayer 
become a ritual of paying attention to 
the opportunities of this season?

The winter holidays are observed 
in the darkest time of the calendar 
year – Winter Solstice. As we share 
the gifts of Christmastime, perhaps 
we can make room for a new habit 
of lighting candles at home and in 
our community. Whether done figu-
ratively or in reality, perhaps we’ll find 
a strong sharing and truly sense the 
holy within our midst. 

Candle glow brings light   
to darkness

by Rev. Barbara Smith, Unity 
Spiritual Center

I have found that we are either 
going toward peace or going away 
from peace. It is sometimes dif-

ficult to consistently go toward peace. 
So, I started looking at the things that 
take me away from peace and there 
are many. What is robbing you of your 
peace this holiday season? Let’s take 
a look at the traditional Christmas 
story to find some clues.

The main antagonist in the story 
is Herod. The literal meaning of Herod 
is that he is a historical person who 
was king sometime around the time 
Jesus was born. On the moral/ psy-
chological level, any king is a symbol 
for the ego. The ego is our person-
alized sense of our own identity. 

Because Herod had a long reign, he 
symbolizes a firmly established ego. A 
well-established sense of identity, for 
us as individuals, is necessary for our 
higher self to come into expression.

But Herod is egocentric. He is 
the ego in sense consciousness. 
Herod represents a narrow, jeal-
ous, and destructive consciousness. 
These traits are usually initiated by 
fear. Herod is obviously moving away 
from peace. So what does Herod 
mean to us personally? Metaphysi-
cally, Herod represents anything that 
takes us away from our peace and 
our journey to experience the divin-
ity within us.

One of the primary things that 
takes away our peace is fear: fear of 
the unknown, fear of loss or failure, fear 
of not having all the answers, feelings 

of unworthiness, feeling overwhelmed, 
feeling fatigued. So how do we make 
peace through all this? Let’s look to 
other characters.

The three wise men had faith 
that their guidance, represented by 
the star and their astrological cal-
culations, had led them on a long 
journey – a journey to find the Spirit 
within. They were moving toward 
peace within as we do with our spiri-
tual practices. Significantly, only the 
Magi see the star, because only inner 
wisdom can form a conviction of the 
inner divinity.

Luke implies that the shepherds 
in the Christmas story owned the flock 
they watched, since he calls it “their” 
flock. That they leave their flock (their 
wealth) untended to find the Child 
clearly indicates the symbolic nature 

of the story. The shepherds represent 
the forces within us that protect and 
guard the valuable human virtues 
represented by sheep. The shepherds 
were obviously moving forward with 
faith and peace as they went to visit the 
Christ Child.

One purpose of our story is to 
become aware of the things that take 
us toward peace, keeping us in focus 
and moving ever in its direction. Make 
peace a priority by spending time in 
prayer and meditation. Follow the 
guidance we receive like the wise 
men did. Recognize God as source. 
Use denials and affirmations to repro-
gram that army of error thoughts and 
beliefs. Declare divine order in all situ-
ations. Stay alert to what is taking you 
away from peace and what is moving 
you toward peace. 

We choose to move toward peace or away from it

the Spirit of Christmas

Ceramika

Polish 
Pottery
Oven, microwave & 
dishwasher safe

440-899-7646

Beautiful, Unique 
Christmas Gifts

Ad artwork ©2011 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.
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Interior Painting  Plaster & Drywall Repair  Staining
Wallpaper Removal & Installation  Skim Coating

NAT-25536-1FREE ESTIMATES
216-287-7468 or 216-228-0138 of�ce  www.allurepainting.net

ITALIAN Classes for Children and Adults
Westlake, Avon Lake, Sheffield Lake

January 5-March 15, 2012
$150.00 

Fun and interactive classes on: 
Food & Wine, Travel, Shopping, Art & Culture, Music & Film

*Register by January 2, 2012! 
All classes must have 10 students minimum. 

translation/interpretation projects

Francesca V. Mignosa
at 440-862-7957 or fmignosa@hotmail.com

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

by Mary Lambert

For anyone whose loved one has 
Alzheimer’s disease, the great-
est gift of all is often the joy felt 

in creating a moment of happiness 
or comfort in that person’s life. How-
ever, planning for and creating those 
special moments during the holidays 
can be especially challenging.

According to the Alzheimer’s 
Association, a national organization 
that provides support and informa-
tion about the disease, the person 
with Alzheimer’s may feel a special 
sense of loss during the holidays, as 
a result of the changes he or she has 
experienced. 

At the same time, caregivers may 
feel overwhelmed maintaining holiday 
traditions while caring for their loved 
one. In addition, caregivers may feel 
hesitant to invite family and friends 
over to share the holiday for fear they 
will be uncomfortable with behavior 
changes in the family member.

For the many families affected 
by this disease, here are some sug-
gestions provided by the Alzheimer’s 
Association to help you prepare for 
the holidays:
Adjust expectations

Call a face-to-face meeting or •	
arrange for a long-distance tele-
phone conference call with family 
and friends to discuss holiday cel-
ebrations. Make sure that everyone 
understands your care-giving situ-
ation and have realistic expecta-
tions in advance.
Give yourself permission to do only •	
what you can reasonably manage. 
Consider having a potluck dinner 
or asking others to host the holiday 
at their home. 
Familiarize others with your situa-•	
tion by writing a letter prior to their 
visit informing them of changes 
in your loved one’s behavior or 
appearance, and include a recent 
photo. 
Encourage others to offer a gentle •	
touch on the shoulder or hand as a 
way of expressing their affection to 
your loved one, even if the person 
does not call them by name or 
appear to recognize them.

Adapt gift-giving
Encourage people to buy useful •	
gifts for the person such as an 
identification bracelet; comfort-
able, easy-to-remove clothing; 
audiotapes of favorite music; 
videos; and photo albums.
Advise people not to give gifts such •	
as dangerous tools or instruments, 

utensils, challenging board games, 
complicated electronic equipment 
or pets.
Depending on his or her abilities, •	
get the person involved in giving 
gifts. For example, someone who 
once enjoyed cooking may enjoy 
baking cookies and packing them 
in tins or boxes. Or, you may 
want to buy the gift and allow the 
person to wrap it. 
If friends or family members ask •	
what you want for a gift, suggest 
a gift certificate or something that 
will help you out as you care for 
your loved one, like a cleaning or 
household chore service.

Try to be flexible
Holidays are opportunities to share •	
time with the people you love. Try 
to make these celebrations easy 
on yourself and the person with 
Alzheimer’s disease so that you 
may concentrate on enjoying your 
time together.

For those who are traveling 
out-of-town to visit during the hol-
idays, this is also a time that can 
raise questions about changes in 
the cognitive health of aging family 
members and friends.

With Alzheimer’s disease in 
particular, it is important to know 
what it is and what it is not normal 
aging. To find a list of warning signs, 
along with a wealth of information 
and resources regarding the disease, 
visit the Alzheimer’s website at www.
alz.org.

Anyone with questions about 
Alzheimer’s disease may contact the 
Alzheimer’s Association’s 24/7 toll-
free helpline at 800-272-3900, where 
experts are available to help address 
your questions and concerns.  

Trained care consultants are also 
available through the Cleveland Area 
Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion to provide ongoing guidance and 
support to individuals and families 
seeking information and resources 
about caring for their loved one and 
preparing for the future.

You may contact the local office, 
located at 38440 Chester Rd. in Avon, 
by calling 440-934-7750; or visit their 
website at www.alz.org/cleveland. 

Above all, remember that there 
are resources available to help you 
and your loved one through this 
journey.

Mary Lambert is Education & 
Outreach Manager for the Cleve-
land Area Chapter of the Alzheimer’s 
Association, and a resident of Bay 
Village. 

Managing the holidays when 
a loved one has Alzheimer’s

hEALTh & WELLNESS

by Denise Ayres

There is no doubt this is busy season 
for most of us. Now we are in the 
final “crunch time” before we share 

the holidays with our families and friends. 
We travel over to Crocker Park and other 
shopping places, and out of our love and 
caring, we try to find that right match of gift 
to person on our list. 

Our Compeer Program at Far West 
Center would like to share our gift suggestion. 
Please take a moment to read our message. 
This message was part of the presentation 
at our recent “Compeer Annual Winter Cel-
ebration of Friendship” held on Dec. 8 at Bay 
Lodge. It was part of our first annual “State of 
the Union,” or more so, “The State of Com-
peer Address 2011.” 

Thank you for reading our articles this 
past year. By reading our articles you are 
showing that you prioritize the importance 
of mental health. We can all agree that we 
need mental health! We thank you for sup-
porting our mental health recovery services 
for people in your community. Compeer 
looks forward to connecting with many of 
you in 2012!

The 2011 Compeer Celebration of 
Friendship

The Compeer Program was designed 

38 years ago in New York. Compeer began 
when caring people recognized how con-
versation and friendship increased the 
recovery rate of adults managing mental 
illness. Since the beginning, Compeer’s 
“healing power of friendship “has gone on 
to improve lives. Members begin to feel 
better and a sense of belonging. Volunteers 
begin to discover how much they give to 
others by sharing friendship.

Compeer at Far West Center began in 
1989. When we start 2012, our Compeer 
Program will be in its 23rd year of service 
and friendship. We have seen firsthand the 
ways Compeer can lift spirits and trans-
form lives. Our Compeer Program works 
to create a supportive network of caring 
people. In this year of 2011 we have reached 
our goal. 

A sense of belonging warms our hearts, 
helps quiet our fears, motivates us to help 
others, gives us security, encourages us 
to dream and empowers us to reach new 
goals. 

A sense of belonging is exactly what 
Compeer wants to give each of you. A sense 
of belonging is the important gift you are 
giving to each other!

So here’s to all of you! We all belong 
together in this coming year of 2012. Here’s 
to Compeer! 

Compeer Program gives the gift 
of ‘belonging’

by heidi Langer

Bay Middle 
S c h o o l 
c h e e r -

leaders will hold 
a Mini-Cheer 
Camp for young 
children ages five 
and up (children 
must be a regis-
tered student in 
Bay schools or St. 
Raphael School) 
to benefit Relay 
for Life 2012. 

The camp 
will be held on 
Saturday, Jan. 7, 
from 8:45 a.m.-
3:30 p.m. at Westerly School in Bay Village. For $50, participants will receive a camp 
T-shirt, pom-poms, lunch, snacks, and will learn cheers, chants and a dance routine. The 
camp participants will perform what they learned at halftime of the Bay High School boys 
basketball game on Tuesday, Jan. 10, at 7 p.m. 

Deadline for registration is Dec. 21 (no walk-ins accepted). Registration forms 
will be handed out in all the Bay schools and St. Raphael School, but can also be 
requested by emailing heidi@langermarketing.com. For questions, please call Heidi 
at 440-725-3180. 

BMS cheerleaders to hold cheer 
camp to benefit Relay for Life

BMS cheerleaders teach mini-cheer camp participants.
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Hospice Volunteer Opportunity
Our caring volunteers enhance the comfort &

quality of life for our patients & caregivers
who are facing a life-limiting illness

Innovative Senior Care - HOSPICE
We invite you to join our team!

Call 440-892-6212

“How beautiful a day can be 
when kindness touches it!”
 – George Elliston

440-249-6065 
GardensAtWestlake.com

27569 Detroit Road | Westlake, OH 44145
A SPECTRUM RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

 month-to-month rent.

barber salon, and more.

$1,000
Move-In
Package

GW Observer 12 13 11

Automatic Overflow BACK to Down Spout
NO Mosquitos, NO Algea, NO Debris

Completely assembled 55 Gallon Barrel with attached RainReserve diverter.
We are Ohio’s only authorized RainReserve distributor.

      The “GREEN” Garage Store
       

Visit us at Crocker Park’s Market Days Credit Cards Accepted

Completely Assembled Rain Barrels!
A sustainable GREEN solution for your home and garden.

GREAT FOR GIFT GIVING
Rain Barrels ‘N MORE

Buy 1 Rain Barrel & GET 1 FREE 
50% OFF selected items

Call for Hours and Monthly Specials 
440-808-8383

30791 Center Ridge Rd. (SE corner of Bradley)
WaterStones, StoneWare URNS & Compost Tumblers

www.rainbarrelsNmore.com 

established 1924

by Frank Colosimo

In 1945, when Dr. Elberta Fleming 
planted the seeds of what would 
become Lake Erie Nature & Science 

Center, she probably couldn’t foresee 
how far its branches would spread.

In 2011, as she snapped a photo of 
her daughters smiling below a spread-
ing fir tree, Center education program 
specialist Maggie Watson (nee Gibbons) 
took a moment to reflect on the Center’s 
enduring legacy and how it had touched 
the lives of her family.

It was as a sophomore at Magnificat 
High School in the mid-1990s that young 
Maggie Gibbons first connected with the 
Center.

“I loved animals,” she enthused, 
“and having grown up on 25 acres of 
farmland in Avon, nature was in my 
blood. So when I needed to complete a 
service project requirement, I knew that 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center would 
be the perfect fit.”

In the 1990s, just like today, the 
Center’s teen volunteer program was 
in great demand and Gibbons was 
delighted to be awarded the last spot 
in that season’s volunteer group. As an 
afterschool classroom assistant, she 
helped kids connect with the outdoors 
through hiking, stream stomping, and 
exploring the natural world. In 1996, her 
group even gave out tiny fir tree saplings 
to program participants, one of which 
made its way back to the Gibbons’ Avon 

family home.
Driven to learn as much as pos-

sible about the wildlife she worked 
with regularly, Gibbons headed to the 
University of Dayton and emerged 
with a biology degree in hand.

“Coming back home to help out 
at the Center during breaks was one 
of the highlights of my college life, 
and it really helped me to realize that 
I didn’t just want to work with kids or 
animals, I wanted to find a career in 
which I could help to forge a connec-
tion between them!”

Over the next few years, Gib-
bons honed her interpretive skills by 
working with a variety of domestic 
and exotic animals at zoos across the 
country.

“I was able to harness the love for 
nature and wildlife that was fostered 
by my years at the Nature Center,” she 
said, “and bring that passion to kids 
and adults alike!”

It was in 2007 that Maggie Gib-
bons, now Maggie Watson, returned 
to her roots at the Center. Now, as the 
beloved instructor of such popular pro-
grams as Wild Things! for the under-5’s 
and the upbeat Animals a la Mode, “Miss 
Maggie” has come full circle, bringing 
everything she absorbed in her youth at 
the Center to a new generation.

“The Center’s mission of respecting 
and embracing the great outdoors truly 
speaks to me, and I’m proud to carry that 
vision forward in everything I do both at 

work and with my own family.”
And it would be hard to find a 

better, more tangible example of how 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center’s 
mission has touched her life, than to 
glimpse the large fir tree which still 
resides at the Gibbons family home. 
Starting as a sapling 15 years ago, the 
tree has planted its roots deep and 
spread it majestic branches for all to 
enjoy for years to come.

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center 

sits on the banks of the Porter Creek 
within the beautiful Huntington Reser-
vation at 28728 Wolf Road in Bay Village. 
Everyday, the nonprofit Center contin-
ues to fulfill its mission to educate and 
inspire each of us to appreciate the nat-
ural universe via a dedicated corps of 
highly respected educators, passionate 
volunteers and generous donors. More 
details about the Center and how you, 
too, can help carry on its legacy are avail-
able at www.lensc.org. 

Nature Center’s legacy continues to blossom
LAKE ERIE NATURE & SCIENCE CENTER

Fifteen years after their mom, Maggie Watson, planted it, Macy and 
Anabelle enjoy the shade under a fir tree in their grandparents’ yard.
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S
ome of the best things about the month of December are the family 
traditions. Whether it’s celebrating a holiday, playing in the snow, or simply 
gathering together with loved ones, everyone has at least one thing they 
look forward to this time of year. Perhaps no one enjoys the magic and 
wonder of this season more than kids. To continue the Observer tradition 

started last year, Mrs. Martha Fisher of Westerly Elementary School in Bay Village 
and Mrs. Diane Burney of Dover Elementary School in Westlake gave their classes 
a special assignment: Write about your favorite family traditions. These are some 
of their responses. 

Gingerbread Houses
My family tradition is making gingerbread houses. Each year, my family, my 

cousin’s family, and my aunt and uncle go over to my grandma’s and grandpa’s 
house. First we play and watch TV until everyone gets to the house. Then after every-
one is there, my grandma will take out at least 5 gingerbread houses, gumdrops, 
gummy worms, candy canes, different kinds of frosting, and tons of other candy. 
The gingerbread houses and candies are for my brother, sister, cousin, my dad, and 
me. If there are more gingerbread houses, anyone else who wants to decorate the 
houses can. Making gingerbread houses is fun and yummy!

– Kailee K., 4th grade, Dover

Christmas Fun
Our Christmas traditions all started when my great-grandma was a little girl. 

What we have for our Holy Christmas supper is pierogies, beans, bread and soup. 
There is no meat in this meal. After this meager meal we go to church. When my 
family and I come home we sit by the Christmas tree and open each others gifts with 
no relatives or friends around. Then my sister and I pick out our favorite cookies and 
put them on a plate for Santa. We put out cold milk in a cup for Santa too! After that, 
my family and I put on Christmas pajamas and go to bed. Every Christmas morning 
I usually get up at four o’clock because I’m so excited. Then I tip-toe downstairs 
and look at the Christmas tree and I wake up the rest of my family. But before we 
get to open up presents my family and I say Happy Birthday to Jesus and my pet 
cat, Mr. Jingles, because my cat’s birthday is also on Christmas. When I grow up, I 
want to pass on these traditions.

– Brooke B., 3rd grade, Westerly 

Jolly Old Christmas
My favorite family tradition at this time of year is Christmas. Christmas is my 

favorite because I get to spend time with my family. When I wake up on Christmas 
morning, I enjoy seeing the cookies half eaten, the milk that is all gone, and all 
of the carrots and water for the reindeer gone too. Every year we have our family 
Christmas party at our house. It is really fun to play with my family members 
and, of course, open presents too. At my house we always put up Christmas 
lights outside and put up a Christmas tree in the family room. We have so many 
ornaments for our tree, it takes forever to decorate! I love Christmas so much, I 
can’t wait for it to come!

– Natalie H., 4th grade, Dover

Getting Ready for the Holidays
Christmas starts right after Thanksgiving when the elf on the shelf shows up. 

He moves around the house every day. I call him Frankie. He watches me and then 
reports back to Santa if I have been a good boy. Next we put up a tree. We have so 
many ornaments that it takes my mom over an hour to decorate it. I put on a few 
ornaments because so many of the ornaments are fragile and I might break them. 
Stockings are hung on the mantle. I hope they get filled with candy and toys. With 
my dad, we go Christmas caroling. We knock on people’s doors and sing songs like 
Jingle Bells, Up on the House Top, and Rudolph. I think one of the best things about 
Christmas is getting ready for it.

– Daniel S., 3rd grade, Westerly

A Christmas Eve
My family has a holiday tradition, do you? On Christmas Eve my whole family 

goes to my grandma and grandpa’s house. When we get there, we wait for all of my 
aunts, uncles, and cousins to arrive. Next, we eat dinner (which is really tasty) and 
after dinner we usually have ice cream or pumpkin pie for dessert. After that we 
give the presents to the family members we picked. Finally we say, “Thank you for 
the gifts,” go home, and wait for Christmas Day. I really like our family tradition.

– Zach B., 4th grade, Dover

Christmas Eve Fun   
Christmas is my favorite time of the year.  I love to count down the days until 

Christmas with my Advent calendar. Under each day there is a piece of chocolate 
all the way to Christmas Day. I get to hang the family stockings with care on the 
fireplace mantel. Even Scout, our dog, has a stocking. I also have an elf on the shelf 
that is supposed to watch over us and report to Santa if we are naughty or nice. I 
think the elf looks scary and freaky. I do not like how he stares at me. We also deco-
rate our house with multi-colored lights. Christmas Eve night is filled with family 
activities. We go to church and sing prayers and Christmas songs. After church we all 
go Christmas caroling in our neighborhood. Then we come home with family and 
friends and watch Christmas movies and drink hot chocolate. My favorite movie to 
watch is “Elf.” We have a tradition where we place our Christmas tree in the middle 
of the living room. We all hold hands around the tree and sing Christmas songs. On 
Christmas Eve, I also wear nice dress clothes. Before I go to bed, I say a prayer on 
Christmas Eve. I thank Jesus for my wonderful family.

– Tad K., 3rd grade, Westerly

Our Different Christmas
Our family tradition is to go to Michigan for Christmas with our aunt, uncle, 

cousins, and grandparents joining us for this wonderful holiday. When we get to 
their house, we have fun and make snowmen and go ice skating in their backyard 
on Lake Michigan. When it’s time to go to bed, we all sleep downstairs and sing, 
“Santa’s Coming to Town” until we drift off to sleep. When we wake up, we run 
downstairs and wait until everyone comes downstairs. Then we play a game and 
whoever wins gets to open their present first, and it goes until the last person opens 
their presents. When all the presents are unwrapped, we hug our parents, cousins, 
grandparents, aunts, and uncles for all the wonderful presents they gave us. That’s 
our family Christmas tradition.

– Gina A., 4th grade, Dover

Merry Christmas
My Christmas all starts with decorating our Christmas tree. Some ornaments 

bring back so many special memories. Another fun thing we do is to making a 
gingerbread house at my grandpa and grandma’s. Sometimes we curl up on the 
couch and watch a movie. We always go to my Aunt Barb’s and have a feast. We have 
lots of food. It is great! Then we go to my Nana’s. There are sometimes gifts from 
Santa but there are always gifts from Nana, Uncle Johnny and Auntie Vicky. They are 
always so nice to me. Next we go to my great-grandma’s home and have a little feast. 
Afterwards we have lots of sweets. My favorite is my grandma’s cheesecake. Yum! 
Then we go home in the blizzard of Christmas Eve because it is usually snowing. 
On Christmas morning, we open our shiny, stacked gifts. Santa always gets what I 
want. I love Christmas. Then we open our stocking with tiny little gifts inside. We 
watch videos of my brother and me from all the other Christmases. We stay up late 
and watch a movie. I fall asleep on the couch and dream happy thoughts with my 
tummy filled with hot chocolate. Merry Christmas!

– Tenley A., 3rd grade, Westerly

Making and Giving Cookies
A family tradition we do every year is making cookies for Santa. We bake lots 

of kinds like Chocolate Chip, Sugar, Gingerbread, and chocolate covered pretzels.  
Santa eats all of the cookies we give him. To help the cookies slip down his throat, 
we give him a glass of warm milk. I think Santa loves them because there is never 
a crumb left behind. All of the cookie making and baking takes about 4 days to 
complete. Sometimes I sneak some of the cookies from the fridge, but no one 
seems to notice, that is until this message is put in print. I think Santa loves our 
family cookies.

– Luke V., 4th grade, Dover

My Christmas Traditions
Getting ready for Christmas is fun. We go to Findley, Ohio, and get a tree out 

in the big field. All our presents are always wrapped in plain white paper with red 
bows. My mom says they are wrapped like that because it reminds her of snow. It 
is a family tradition from my great-grandmother. I am in charge of carrying all the 
fragile Christmas ornaments down from the attic. I am also in charge of setting up 
the Nutcrackers. We have a tradition where we put old Christmas lights that are 
really big on the Christmas tree. We put stockings on our fireplace mantle. And 
what is so special is that our grandpa takes us shopping to pick out gifts. We are 
ready for Christmas Day. 

– Ethan C., 3rd grade, Westerly

What are your family's seasonal traditions?
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Celebrating Christmas
Every year the day before Christmas, my family and I go out to get a real live 

Christmas tree and we put it in our TV room. We decorate it with lights as bright as 
a golden Florida sunset. Next, we bring up another tree that isn’t real and we put 
on Christmas music, of course. Then we decorate with many ornaments. After we 
go to church, we stop at the fire station where my uncle works. Finally we go home 
and put the milk and cookies out for Santa. Next morning we see presents by the 
Christmas tree. After opening our great presents, we go to my mom’s side of the 
family Christmas party. Next, it’s off to my dad’s side and receive extra presents. I 
love celebrating Christmas!

– Jake P., 4th grade, Dover

My Favorite Time of Year
Christmas is my favorite time of year. Starting on December 1, we say a prayer 

and open our advent calendar every day. My mom, dad and brother pick out a 
Christmas tree. We take it home and decorate it. A yummy thing we do is to make 
chocolate chip cookies in the shape of a Christmas tree or a jingle bell. I always 
make a Christmas list and I buy presents for my friends and family. On Christmas 
day, we wait until everybody wakes up. We open presents starting with the youngest 
person to the oldest. Next we go to church and then to our gram’s house to open 
presents with her and have dinner. We go home really late. I am tired but I had a 
really special day.

– Caleb F., 3rd grade, Westerly

Cookie Camp
Every year I can’t wait for the holidays. That is because we have super fun 

traditions. My family sends my brother and I to a cookie making camp. Every year, 
they have us decorate cookies and make another fun recipe. I also love waking up 
on Christmas morning around 1:00 AM to peek at the presents just to make sure 
Santa came. Santa never eats all of the cookies, so we eat some in the morning. We 
never eat breakfast until all the gifts are opened. Later my cousins and relatives 
come for Christmas dinner. We have a giant smorgasbord. This is how we celebrate 
Christmas in my family.

– Jane P., 4th grade, Dover

A December Family Tradition
One family tradition my family does in December is hang up the Christmas 

decorations. When we put up our decorations, the first thing we get out are the 
Christmas CD’s, so we can listen to Christmas carols while we hang up the things 
that are most important to us, things that our family members have given us. Then 
we get out the rest of the decorations. Finally it comes down to the tree! We get the 
tree out and start putting it together. Once the tree is up, we all join in and hang up 
the ornaments. Finally, the last step is the bow. Instead of a star, we put a bow at the 
top of our tree. Since my dad is the tallest, he lifts one of the kids up, then we place 
the bow on top and admire it. I love our family traditions, but this one is the best.

– Samantha F., 4th grade, Dover

Christmas Is Wonderful
I love Christmas because it’s the best time of the year. I make a paper chain that 

consists of 25 circles and a bell that represents Christmas. Each day I remove one of 
the circles. We the last circle is removed, we pull off the bell and read the message 
about Jesus. We decorate our Christmas tree and place it in our living room. It has 
shimmering lights that twinkle different colors. We also place out handmade orna-
ments that we have made throughout the years on the tree. Each year our relatives 
take turns to gather at different homes to celebrate. This year it will be at my home. 
My immediate family goes to the market. We harvest our dinner by picking fresh 
veggies and fruits and add it to our meal. After dinner we usually sing carols. Then 
we give our presents that we bought by passing them out. When we are done, we 
thank everybody for all the lovely presents. When Christmas comes we open our 
gifts under the tree and we see each other again. We go to service at our church, pray 
and thank everybody for coming. My whole family is a holiday tradition family.

– Abigail C., 3rd grade, Westerly

Great Family Tradition
My favorite family tradition is on Christmas Eve we have to go to church, no 

questions asked. After church, we eat dinner and go to bed early. When we wake up, 
we open presents and have breakfast strata. Then we go to our grandma’s house. 
We open more presents and have brunch. My grandma takes out her special kucan 
and we say grace. Right before we eat, we say what we are thankful for. Then we eat, 
which takes a good hour. I love my family traditions.

– Paige B., 4th grade, Dover

Cute Chickadees
This time of year, during cold, snowy December, my family feeds chickadees. 

My big sister, my mom, and I go out to feed our cute little friends. It is our new 
family tradition we just started last year. On any non-blizzard like day, my family 
goes to the Nature Center. It is a place all-about nature with a ton of trails to 
hike on. Once we go to our usual trail, we stop and feed the birds. In our gloved, 
frozen hands, we have sunflower seeds with large, crunchy peanuts. After 2 or 3 
seconds of waiting, a little, fluffy chickadee hovers overhead, and then dive bombs 
into our hand. It snatches a peanut, and then darts into a nearby tree. We take 
a camera with us, just in case something really awesome happens. After that we 
trudge back through the snow to our car. Once we’re home, we warm up with hot 
chocolate. Now you know about one of our family traditions! If you try it, I bet 
you’ll have fun too!

– Lexie F., 4th grade, Dover

My Traditions
At the end of December, my family has a party for New Year’s Eve. My relatives 

that live close by, come over to my aunt’s house. Usually my grandma cooks lots 
of food for all the guests. She is an amazing cook! My grandma makes Lebanese 
food and it’s really good. Everyone sits in the living room, we turn on the TV and 
watch the New Year’s channel on ABC. It is so much fun to talk with my cousins, 
and watch as we giggle, laugh, and do all kinds of things. I am so lucky to have such 
a great family. Once it gets close to 11:45 PM, my aunt passes out hats, crowns, 
noise-makers, horns, and a little confetti blower. I help my mom get some appe-
tizers so we can feed the guests. BOOM!!!! It is 12 midnight…”Happy New Year!!!” 
It is a brand new year and time to make more memories. Then everyone gets up 
and hugs each other. I truly love New Year’s!

– Farah A., 4th grade, Dover

Before Christmas
Before Christmas, my mom, my sister, and I put the lights on the Christmas 

tree as well as the ornaments. My favorite type of lights are the rainbow Christ-
mas lights because they remind me of rainbows. The ornaments are very pretty 
and sentimental because they were given to my mom from my aunts. All of this 
decorating takes about 3 hours. Next we bake Christmas cookies while listening 
to Christmas music. My favorite kind of cookies to make for Santa Claus and my 
family are M & M cookies. My favorite Christmas song is “Up on the Roof Top” 
by Glee. Baking cookies and listening to Christmas music is my favorite thing to 
do. Then all of us put out the cookies and eggnog for Santa, go to bed, and wait 
for Santa in hopes that we’ll find some of the gifts we put on our wish list. What 
a jolly time of the year!

– Brenna W., 4th grade, Dover

Christmas Memories and Traditions
I have lots of memories and Christmas traditions. My sisters and I always put 

up a little fake pink tree in our room and decorate it. It’s a very fun tradition. My 
sisters and I love to decorate. We put blinking snowflakes in the front yard. My 
family and I always go to Fred’s Tree Farm and cut down a tree. We put a rope around 
it and put it on our car. When we get home my dad puts it in a stand. My family 
always decorates the tree with ribbons, lights and ornaments. My family goes to 
the Christmas Eve service at my church. Last year my dad preached about Jesus’ 
birth. We go with my grandma and grandpa. Last year my family had a scavenger 
hunt to look for our presents. My dad left little pieces of paper all around the house. 
Each one said where the next one is. After my family is done opening our presents 
at our house we go to my grandma’s house to open presents. My grandma always 
gives us little gifts for the holidays. My family watches a Christmas movie. My family 
all like “The Santa Clause,” “The Santa Clause 2” and “The Santa Clause 3.” I love 
Christmas memories and traditions.

– Josilynne M., 3rd grade, Westerly

Christmas at Grandma’s and Grandpa’s
Every year on Christmas Eve I go to my grandparent’s house. We always eat 

a delicious Polish dinner. Afterwards, we all get a pink or blue flaky cracker. Then 
we go around to everyone, break a piece off and say, “Merry Christmas,” and trade 
pieces. We continue to do that until there is no more cracker left. Then we go straight 
to the living room to the great big tree. My grandpa puts a train track around the 
tree including different rides like a ferris wheel and merry-go-round. Every year 
my grandpa makes sure each of us can control the train with its controller, and if 
we do, he gives us a badge with our picture on it. Finally, we check the stockings at 
their house and give presents. I always get great ones! When it is time to leave we 
say, “Thank You” and “Merry Christmas,” pack up our presents and say, “Good-bye.” 
That is one of my favorite December traditions.

– Eric K., 4th grade, Dover

What are your family's seasonal traditions?
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by Lysa Stanton and Dave Pfister

Over this past bicentennial 
year, it has been our goal to 
bring attention to the rich 

history of our city and its people, 
as well as our organization and its 
mission. The Westlake Historical 
Society celebrates 50 years, and in 
a manner of speaking, we are just 
getting started.

Some may think that a local 
historical society is only concerned 
about all things past, however those 
of us who are part of the Westlake 
Historical Society also look toward 
the future as well. Every day that 
passes, gives us the opportunity to 
preserve more of our history.

 There are several ways we 
do this. First, we enjoy collecting 
family history sheets. These sheets in their 
simplest form are your individual family’s 
story. Have you written your family history? 
Have you shared it with the Westlake Histori-
cal Society? We would be honored to archive 
your family history sheet.

 Second, we have our corner-to-corner 
photography project. We ask members and 
others to help us take photos of the various 
streets and corners here in modern Westlake. 
Do you know the history of the street you live 
on? Would you like to? We have researchers 
who would like to get you started.

 In 2012, we recognize the 200th anni-

versary of the Spanish-American War. Our 
historical society is pleased to have in its col-
lection an authentic uniform worn during 
this decisive war.

 Also, since 2012 is just around the 
corner, we are already gearing up for our 
fundraisers like the Antique Vintage & Craft 
Show, Rubber Duck Race, and annual yard 
sales. The money we raise helps to cover the 
utility costs of the Clague House Museum, 
as well as preservation materials, future 
acquisitions, and maintains free children’s 
programming.

 Look for our membership drive in Feb-
ruary 2012! 

24600 Detroit Rd. #200, Westlake, OH 44145 • www.drkutsko.com

Have you heard about 
FASTBRACES? 
Enjoy straight teeth....
in about a year or less!
Experience the latest, 
newest technology to receive 
faster and quicker results.

Call us at 216-220-3011 
to schedule an appointment today!

Kennedy’s  
GUTTER CLEANING 

S e r v i c e

Gutters free of leaves/debris
&

Free-flowing downspouts

GUARANTEED
Most  

2 - 2.5 Story 
Homes  

$58-$68

216-502-8764

$10 o� 
1st Time 

Customers
with this ad

Call Kennedy’s Window 
and Gutter Cleaning
Cranford Ave, Lakewood

Evan Thomas Chmielewski, 
Michael Gerber and Robert 
Austin Bonnett, all of Bay 

Village, recently earned their Eagle 
Scout rank, and their achievement 
was recognized by U.S. Sen. Sherrod 
Brown, who sent an official letter of 
congratulations to the young men.

“Evan, Michael, Robert, and 
their teachers and families should be 
proud of this noteworthy accomplish-
ment,” Sen. Brown said. “Earning the 
rank of Eagle Scout means they have 
displayed the ambition and resolve 
needed to earn the Boy Scouts of 
America’s highest rank. They exempli-

fy the skills needed to lead in the 21st 
century. From one Scout to another, 
I am proud of their leadership, and I 
am confident that these young men 
will enjoy great success in achieving 
their future goals.” 

The Eagle Scout award is the 
highest ranked award a Scout can 
earn. Eagle Scouts must demonstrate 
outstanding performance of the goals 
of Scouting: citizenship, character, and 
personal fitness. A total of 56,176 Eagle 
Scout ranks were awarded in 2010.

Sen. Brown became an Eagle 
Scout in 1967, receiving his badge 
from U.S. Sen. John Glenn. 

Three Bay Village Scouts 
soar to highest rank

by Jim Dispirito

Swim With Santa
Friday, Dec. 16, 6:30-7:30 p.m. – Join us as Santa will make a trip to the 

Westlake Recreation Center Aquatic Area during the holiday season. Santa will 
be there to pick up children’s lists and have a little fun before the big night. 
Cost is $3 for members; $6 for Westlake residents.
Gingerbread House Fantasy (Ages 7-11)

Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2-4 p.m. – Have you ever wanted to build your own 
gingerbread house? This is the class for you. We will build and decorate our 
own small gingerbread house just in time for Christmas. All supplies will be 
provided. Maximum of 10. Cost is $10 for members; $15 for residents; $20 for 
non-residents.
No School Day Camp (Grades K-6)

The weeks of Dec. 19 and 26 (please call for weekly and/or daily rates) – 
This camp is designed to keep the kids entertained with games, swimming, art 
projects and other fun activities in a supervised setting. Children will need to 
bring a brown bag lunch, a towel and a swimsuit. An afternoon snack will be 
provided. This program is only for children in grades K-6 and we reserve the 
right to confirm a child’s school grade. Any questions, please contact Rachel 
O’Malley at 440-617-4418.
Babysitting Classes (ages 11-14)

Dec. 20 and Jan. 17, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. – This training course gives babysit-
ters the information and skills necessary to provide safe and responsible care 
for children in the absence of parents or adult guardians. This training will help 
participants develop skills in leadership and professionalism, basic care, safety 
and first aid. Students must bring a lunch, a pen and a doll to class. Deadline 
to register is one week prior to the class. Maximum of 12 in each session.

More information regarding all 
of these programs and more can be 
found at our website at wlrec.org or 
by stopping by the Recreation Center 
at 28955 Hilliard Blvd., calling us at 
440-808-5700 or by picking up our new 
Rec Gazette. 

Holiday happenings at the 
Westlake Recreation Center!

This ornament is perfect for your holiday 
tree or as a gift for that special someone. 
The first in series of six planned ornaments, 

this 2011 version features a beautiful image of the 
Clague House drawn by local artist, the late Lu 
Walter. The ornament may be purchased on our 
website, www.westlakeohiohistory.org. 

The cost of the ornament is $15, which 
includes shipping. Arrangements can be made 
to pick up your ornament by calling the society 
at 440-808-1961. Gift wrap and delivery in the 
immediate area is available at no extra charge. 
Order yours soon, quantities are limited. 

Historical Society looks back, ahead

Lysa Stanton and Dave Pfister place wreaths at 
the graves of early Westlake families on Dec. 10.

WESTLAKE hISTORICAL SOCIETY

Westlake Historical Society 2011 ornament
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Focus on 
Healthy LivingSame-day appointments available.

Advertising Feature

Thyroid Disorders Require Careful Management 
Approximately 20 million Americans have some form 
of thyroid disease. While those who have thyroid 

eight times more likely to have thyroid disorders than 
men. 

The thyroid, located at the base of your neck, makes 
a hormone that is sent into your bloodstream. The 
thyroid gland makes this hormone from iodine. Iodine 
is absorbed from the foods we eat.

“The thyroid hormone controls the speed of your 
metabolism,” says endocrine surgeon, Mariah Samara, 
MD, of Cleveland Clinic Elyria & Lorain Family Health 
and Surgery Centers. “The pituitary gland, which 
is located in your brain, controls how much thyroid 
hormone to make. It does this by making thyroid 
stimulating hormone (TSH). TSH tells the thyroid gland 
to make more or less thyroid hormone.” A recent study 
found the screening test to be effective in diagnosing 
mild thyroid failure in women and men over age 35.

An under-active thyroid is called hypothyroidism. 
The thyroid produces less thyroxine. This makes the 
pituitary gland send more TSH into the bloodstream to 
get the thyroid gland to make more hormone.

Common symptoms of hypothyroidism

An over-active thyroid is called hyperthyroidism. The 
thyroid gland makes too much thyroid hormone.  
The pituitary gland decreases the amount of TSH in  
the blood.

Common symptoms of hyperthyroidism:
 

without dieting 

fatigue 

Nodules

Costin, III, M.D. “Most of the time your thyroid works 
normally if you have nodules. Most nodules are not 
cancerous. However, your doctor might take a sample 
of the cells in the nodule. This sample will be examined 
to make sure there are no cancer cells.”

A goiter is an enlargement of the thyroid gland. You 
might feel swelling or enlargement in the neck. It can 
become larger because your thyroid is trying to make 
more thyroid hormone. Also, in hyperthyroidism the 
cells grow faster, which causes the thyroid to grow and 
make more thyroid hormone than the body needs.

“Surgery might be necessary to remove a large goiter 
or nodule,” says Dr. Costin. “Surgery might also be 
needed to remove a hyperthyroid gland that cannot be 
treated with medicine, or for thyroid cancer.”

Women Do Not Have to 
Suffer From Incontinence 
Millions of women – including nearly one quarter of all women in the United 
States – suffer from urinary incontinence, an often times embarrassing 

and friends.   Fortunately, most cases of urinary incontinence (the involuntary 
loss of urine) can be resolved.

One of the most common forms of incontinence – and the most easily 
treatable – is stress incontinence, which occurs when coughing, laughing, 
sneezing or when other movements cause urine to leak by putting pressure 
on the bladder. Stress incontinence is most commonly due to changes after 
pregnancy, childbirth or menopause, and the overall structure of the female 
urinary tract. 

Non-invasive treatments – such as Kegel exercises, electrical stimulation, 

treatment for those with stress incontinence, according to Cleveland Clinic 
gynecologist Ashraf El-Dabh, M.D.  

muscles,” says Dr. El-Dabh. “Likewise, brief doses of electrical stimulation 
can strengthen muscles in the lower pelvis in a way similar to Kegels.” 

Biofeedback is often times used together with pelvic muscle exercises and 
electrical stimulation. Diaries are used to track when bladder and urethral 
muscles contract in order to achieve greater control over these muscles. 

For those with moderate to severe stress incontinence, surgery may be 
recommended.  Bladder suspension surgery is one of the most successful 
surgical options in treating stress urinary incontinence. Bladder suspension 
procedures alleviate pressure on the urethra by lifting a sagging bladder back 
into its normal position. 

“It requires two very small incisions above the hairline,” says Dr. El-Dabh. 
“There is minimal pain and discomfort, and most patients return to normal 
activities in one to two weeks.”      

Bladder suspension surgery has an initial rate success rate of 85 to 95 
percent in treating stress incontinence.     

and to determine the best treatment options,” says Dr. El-Dabh. 

Ashraf El-Dabh, MD sees patients at Cleveland Clinic Elyria and 
Lorain Family Health Centers. To request an appointment in Lorain, 
please call 440.204.7400. In Elyria, please call 440.366.9444. 

S-N-O-W!  Shoveling our driveways is demanding on our bodies and is 

season.  “The cold air makes it harder to work and breathe, which adds extra 
strain on the body,” says Zenos Vangelos, DO, a Cleveland Clinic orthopaedic 
specialist who sees patients at Cleveland Clinic Lorain Family Health and 
Surgery Center. 

Snow shoveling may seem like a simple task, but consider that average shovel 
full of snow is 16 pounds of snow.  If you load your shovel 12 times a minute, 
that’s 192 pounds of snow a minute, and nearly 2,000 pounds of being lifted 

Dr. Vangelos offers the following safe-shoveling tips: 

if you are inactive, have history of 
heart trouble or smoke. 

a layer as needed.

place.  Stretch arms and legs. 

so that you will lift less snow at 
one time. 

whenever possible. 

back.  Bend your knees and keep 
your back straight.  

inches off the top at a time.  Be 
sure to take frequent breaks.  

throw down some salt or sand to 
prevent falling.

shoulder. The twisting motion can 

“Most importantly, listen to your body,” says Dr. Vangelos.  “Stop shoveling 
immediately if you start feeling any pain.”  

To schedule an appointment with Dr. Vangelos, or any of the 
highly skilled Cleveland Clinic orthopaedic specialists, please call 
440.204.7800. 

Mariah Samara, MD, Cleveland Clinic endocrine surgeon, sees patients at Elyria & Lorain Family 

Costin, III, MD, Cleveland Clinic endocrine surgeon sees patients at Lorain, Avon Lake and Elyria 
Family Health and Surgery Centers and Lakewood Hospital. To make an appointment with Dr. 
Costin, please call 440.204.7439.

What is a cataract? 
A cataract is a clouding of the natural lens of the eye, 
usually as a result of normal changes with aging. 

What are the symptoms of a cataract?
The initial symptom is usually glare when light is 
shining towards the eyes. This symptom progresses, 
so that vision is blurred even under good lighting 
conditions. Sometimes near vision becomes the most 
impaired, sometimes distance and sometimes both. 
Occasionally double vision occurs in an eye with 
cataract.

What is the treatment for cataract?
The only treatment for cataract is surgery. The patient 
is given a local pain control medication and can leave 
the day of surgery. 

When is surgery necessary?
A cataract is a change to the structure of the lens 
that comes with aging and usually is not damaging to 
the eye. The patient typically experiences the same 
results from surgery no matter when the surgery is 

undertaken. For this reason, the patient can decide 
if and when he or she wants to have surgery. This 
decision is based on how much the cataract affects 
the patient’s lifestyle. For most people, the important 
issues are reading or driving, but the need for surgery 
may also be based on work or recreational activities.

How successful is the surgery?
If the eye is otherwise normal, the chance for a 

approaches 98 percent and the likelihood of serious 
complications is low.

How soon will I see from the operated eye?

removed, usually the day after surgery. 

Will I need glasses after cataract surgery?
Usually the patient has quite good vision without 
glasses but maximum vision may require some 
glasses. Individual variations in each patient play a 
role in how well he or she sees after surgery. 

Dr. Morley’s specialty interests include cornea disease. To request an appointment with Dr. Morley, 
please call 440.366.9444.  

When Shoveling Snow

A Q&A with Wynne Morley, M.D., Cleveland Clinic Ophthalmologist at Elyria 
Family Health and Surgery Center

Blurred Vision  
Caused by Cataracts? 
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WEStLAkE PoRtER PUBLiC LiBRARy

Westlake Porter Public Library’s December calendar of events

Serving Westlake and surrounding 
communities for over 20 years.

AWARD-WINNING DESIGN & MAINTENANCE
440.237.6486 

www.agrestalandscaping.com
Our solution will win you over. 
Our service will win your trust.

by Elaine Willis

Wednesday, Dec. 14 (4-5 p.m.) 
WeDNeSDAy AFter SCHool FuN 
– Want to play Wii? How about watch a 
DVD? Maybe listen to some music? Hang 
out with us every Wednesday after school 
at 4 p.m. and we’ll have some fun! Grades 
5 & up.

Thursday, Dec. 15 – WPPl’S 127tH 
ANNiverSAry – Stop by for a free 
cookie!

To register for any of the programs, 
please call 440-871-2600 or visit http://
signup.westlakelibrary.org:8080.
Friday, Dec. 16 (10 a.m.-noon) 
Porter’S FiBer FANAtiCS – 
Socialize, share, and solve problems 
while you work on your current project.

Saturday, Dec. 17 (10:45 a.m.) 
WeSt SiDe WriterS

Saturday, Dec. 17 (2-3 p.m.) GiN-
GerBreAD FuN! – Join us for an 
afternoon of sloppy, gloppy fun as you 
create and decorate your own ginger-
bread house. All supplies provided! 
For kids ages 7-10. Please register 

starting Dec. 10.

Starting, Dec. 19 (2-3:30 p.m.) 
MovieS @ your liBrAry! – All 
ages welcome. In accordance with library 
policy, all children under age nine must 
be accompanied by an adult. Please regis-
ter starting one week before each movie. 
All movies will be shown from 2-3:30 p.m. 
Check with the library for movie titles. 
Dates are: Monday, Dec. 19; Friday, Dec. 
23; Tuesday, Dec. 27; Wednesday, Dec. 28; 
Friday, Dec. 30; Monday, Jan. 17; Tuesday, 
Jan. 18

Tuesday, Dec. 20 (1-7 p.m.) AMeri-
CAN reD CroSS BlooDMoBile

Wednesday, Dec. 21 (10:30-11 
A.M.) let’S SiNG AND DANCe! – 
Join us for a fun session of singing and 
dancing. For children ages 2-6 with a 
caregiver. No registration required.

Wednesday, Dec. 21 (2-3 p.m.) 
BriCk BuilDerS CluB – Love 
those LEGO bricks? Then bring your 
ideas and imagination to the club! All 
bricks provided. Ages 6-13. Registration 
begins one week before each session.

Wednesday, Dec. 21 (7-7:45 p.m.) 

Holly Jolly CHriStMAS – Join us 
for an evening of holiday cheer featuring 
stories, songs, rhymes and a simple craft. 
For kids ages 3-7. Please register starting 
Dec. 14.

Thursday, Dec. 22 (4-4:45 p.m.) 
lASt MiNute CrAFtS – Leaving 
things ‘til the last minute can be frantic 
– or fun! Join us for a fun, easy holiday-
themed craft and film. For kids in grades 
1 and 2. Please register starting Dec. 15.

Saturday, Dec. 24-Monday, Dec. 26 
– liBrAry CloSeD For CHriSt-
MAS HoliDAy

Tuesday, Dec. 27 (11 a.m.-noon) 
SCrAP it! – Make a scrapbook page 
– or two! – for your holiday memories. 
Craft supplies provided; bring your own 
photos or personal memorabilia. For kids 
in grades 4-8. Please register starting Dec. 
20.

Wednesday, Dec. 28 (10:30-11 
a.m.) let’S SiNG AND DANCe! – 
Join us for a fun session of singing and 
dancing. For children ages 2-6 with a 
caregiver. No registration required.

Wednesday, Dec. 28 (2 p.m.) 

AFterNooN Book DiSCuSSioN 
– The December selection is “The Christ-
mas List” by Richard Paul Evans.

Thursday, Dec. 29 (10 a.m.-8 p.m.) 
youtH Book SWAP – Trade your 
gently used children’s books for some 
new-to-you titles! Swaps must be chil-
dren’s books in good condition. Dam-
aged, soiled, stained or excessively worn 
books will not be accepted. Please, no 
copyright dates prior to 1991.

Thursday, Dec. 29 (2-4:30 p.m.) 
oPeN PlAy Wii – Looking for some-
thing to do during Winter Break? Come 
play Wii with us! We have two consoles 
for twice the fun. Choose from Super 
Smash Bros. Brawl, MarioKart, Guitar 
Hero, and more! Grades 5 & up.

Saturday, Dec. 31 (2-3 p.m.) BriCk 
BuilDerS CluB – Love those LEGO 
bricks? Then bring your ideas and imagi-
nation to the club! All bricks provided. 
Ages 6-13. Registration begins one week 
before each session.

To register for any of the programs, 
please call 440-871-2600 or visit http://
signup.westlakelibrary.org:8080.

History of words 
and phrases
by Dave Scullin

Xmas: People think of this 
word as a kind of modern 
shorthand for Christmas. But 
in fact, it has a long history. It 
appeared in print as early as 
1555.
                   ~
Mistletoe: The 
early Celts’ word 
for a twig that 
brought health. 
Stand under the mistletoe now 
and get a kiss.

                   ~
Yuletide: from the medieval 
custom to drag in a large “yule 
log” to be the base for the 
huge holiday fire.

by Sarah Tenorio

Cuyahoga County Public Library’s 
“Great Books for Kids” is a Library 
tradition that encourages fami-

lies to read together and give the gift of 
reading during the holiday season and 
throughout the year. This guide features 
recent, high quality publications for kids 
of all ages and their families, recom-
mended by Library staff. Whether you’re 
looking for a special gift or something 
great to check-out and share with the 
family, there’s something for everyone! 

Visit cuyahogalibrary.org or stop by 
any Cuyahoga County Library branch for 
a copy. We hope that reading becomes a 

part of your holiday tradi-
tion!

Here are a few of the 
selections from this year’s 
“Great Books for Kids”:

“Perfect Square” by Michael Hall
A simple square can be so many 

things! Gather around and enjoy the 
transformation! (Preschool)

“Six Sheep Sip thick Shakes: 
and other tricky tongue twisters” 
by Brian P. Cleary

Get ready to have your tongue tied 
followed by peals of laughter when read-
ing this original collection of tongue 
twisters. Comical illustrations add to 
the fun. You may want to try making 

some of your own tongue 
twisters with the helpful 
hints found at the back of 
the book. (Ages 5-8)

“young Fredle” by 
Cynthia Voigt and Louise 
Yates

Fredle, a young kitchen 
mouse, is cast out of the nest when he 
becomes ill after eating a chocolate pep-
permint patty and he winds up alone in 
the frightening and fascinating world of 
“outside.” (Ages 9-10)

“the Girl Who Circumnavigated 
Fairyland in a Ship Her own Making” 
by Catherynne Valente and Ana Juan

Twelve-year-old September is bored 
with her Midwestern life, but everything 
is about to change. She is whisked from 
her home in Omaha, Nebraska, and into 

Fairyland by the Green Wind. But not 
every adventure is the lark she thinks it 
will be. (Ages 11-12)

“the year We Were Famous” by 
Carole Estby Dagg

On May 6, 1896, with a $10,000 prize 
hanging in the balance, 17-year-old 
Clara and her mother set out on foot on 
a 4,600-mile treacherous journey across 
the country in an attempt to save their 
family farm. (Ages 13-14)

“We Are America: A tribute from 
the Heart” by Walter Dean Myers

From Abraham Lincoln to Jimi 
Hendrix, follow the legacy of the 
people who made America what it is 
today! Exuberant, captivating paint-
ings, poems and quotes will intrigue 
and inspire the whole family. (Families 
of all ages.) 

Give the gift of reading
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by Joyce Sandy

Take time out during the hustle and bustle that’s 
sure to come with the holiday season and enjoy 
some quiet time with a book or movie from the 

library.
Stop in and ask us about book titles perfect for 

suitable gift giving for all ages. We can offer suggestions 
for everyone on your list, including Board Books to get 
the littlest patrons started on their own home library. 
To help with that, please check the library’s website at 
cuyahogalibrary.org and click on Great Books. Books for 
children and families to read  together are listed by age 
and summarized, to make selection easier.

This year’s art on the pages is from Loren Long’s 
charming books about Otis the tractor and his friends. 
Check out some of the books at the library to see if they 
are favorites with your family. And remember the Toy 
Library – test drive those asked-for toys before you buy!

Although storytimes will not begin again until Jan. 
2, there are several programs in December and into 
January for various ages. Please join us!

ADult DePArtMeNt

Thursday, Jan. 5 (7:30 p.m.) tHurSDAy eve-
NiNG Book DiSCuSSioN – Come and discuss “Bird 
by Bird” by Anne Lamott. We’ll discuss the book and also 
the author’s upcoming visit to Writer’s Center Stage in 
April.

Wednesday, Jan. 11 (7 p.m.) 40 tiPS For A 
SuCCeSSFul JoB SeArCH – Looking for a job 
or a change in careers? Join us as a Cuyahoga County 

Pubic Library Career Counselor gives tips on how to be 
successful at finding the job you want.

teeN DePArtMeNt

Monday, Jan. 9 (3:30 p.m.) MoNDAy MADNeSS 
– For ages 11 and up. Want to start the week off right? 
Join us for some extreme fun! Stretch your imagination 
to the max with different activities!

Wednesday, Jan. 11 (3:30 p.m.) CluB otAku 
– For ages 11 and up. Do you love manga, anime and 
video games? Then this club is for you! Watch anime, 
discuss your favorite manga books and make a creative 
project or two.

CHilDreN’S DePArtMeNt

Thursday, Dec. 15 (7 p.m.) FAMilieS reAD-
iNG toGetHer – For families with readers ages 8-12 
years. Discuss a good book, try a related craft and enjoy 
a treat.

Thursday, Dec. 15 (4 p.m.) letterPreSS 
SteNCil CreAte o’CArD – For grades 4 and up. 
Zygote Press Executive Director Liz Maugans returns to 
show us how to create holiday cards using a letterpress 
and stencils.

Monday, Dec. 19–Friday, Dec. 30 (during library 
hours) DeCorAte tHe liBrAry DroP-iN – Help 
to decorate the library for the holidays! Make a  glittery  
snowflake ornament to put up in the Children’s Room 
and try other crafts, too! 

Please call 871-6392 to register for these programs, or go 
online to cuyahogalibrary.org. We hope to see you soon!

CUyAhogA CoUNty PUBLiC LiBRARy BAy ViLLAgE BRANCh 

Upcoming programs at the Bay Village   
Branch Library

60 makers of the 
coolest, most giftable 

art and craft in the 
rustbelt, open artist 

studios, and the umami 
moto food truck will be 

there, too!

details at

Mention this ad
and receive a FREE GIFT! 

 

13733 Madison Ave.  Lakewood, OH
216-228-4885

www.marrellinstrumentrepair.net

KEEPING THE MUSICIAN IN YOU PLAYING EFFORTLESSLY!

REPAIRS - Band, String, Guitar
LESSONS - Band, String, Guitar, Voice

RENTALS AND SALES

by Eileen Vernon

A letter has been sent to every family in 
Bay Village asking each household to 
make a donation this year, no matter 

how small, to demonstrate support for the 
many projects being planned for the village. 
As we mourn the loss of our founder, T. Richard 
(Dick) Martin, we have a renewed energy to 
build the foundation into an endowment that 
matches and exceeds Dick’s dreams for The 
Village Foundation.

Interest earned on the money contribut-
ed is spent wholly in Bay Village for private, 
not-for-profit projects. The Village Founda-
tion was founded in late 1995. It was origi-
nally known as the Play in Bay Fund; later 
named The Village Foundation, the fund 
was officially designated as a 501(c)(3) tax 
exempt corporation in 1996. A charter group 
formed the Board of Trustees in 1997, and 
in 2011 will have successfully completed 14 
years in operation. For a list of charter mem-
bers or other information about us, please 
see the website at: www.thevillagefdn.org.

We know that donors like to know where 
their money is being spent. Following is a list 
of the projects that have been supported by 
the contributions to the Village Foundation 
Endowment in 2011.

Bay Interfaith Housing: The Knicker-•	
bocker Apartments – improved lighting 
and new lunch room tables;
BAYarts Historical Garden – added •	
perennials and landscaping to the 
BAYarts grounds and the Welcome 
Garden at the historic Fuller House;
The Village Food Project: Meals for •	
Cancer-Stricken Families –  purchased 
equipment for cooking and delivery of 
food;
Lake Erie Nature and Science Center – •	
developed programs specifically for Bay 
Village residents;
Bi-Annual Community Clean-Up – sup-•	
ported two waterway clean-up days to 
ensure the beauty and environmental 
health of our streams and shores
Community Recognition – planned •	
bronze memorial plaques at Cahoon 
Park to recognize Thomas Jelepis, former 
mayor, and Frank and Sandy Sullivan for 
their contributions to Bay Village proj-
ects; and awarded college scholarships of 
$4,000 to Bay High School seniors. 

Village Foundation 
announces 
fundraising drive

by Beverly thomas

Love a mystery? Love detective 
novels? Join the CWRU group 
at Bay Village Library for our 

upcoming session titled “The Detec-
tive Novel from Page to Screen.” 
Enjoy an interactive experience 
with lively discussion guided by our 
leader/teacher Terry Meehan as we 
explore the film world’s transforma-
tion of three books into movies. We 
will meet at the Bay Village Branch 
Library, 502 Cahoon Rd., every 
Monday from 10 -11:30 a.m. for eight 
weeks beginning Jan. 16, 2012.

The books and films include 
“The Maltese Falcon” by Dashiel 
Hammett; “Laura” by Vera Caspary; 
and “The Big Sleep” by Raymond 
Chandler. This trio of major Ameri-
can detective novels were made into 
classic 1940s films by three of our 
greatest filmmakers. One week will 
be a lively discussion of the literary 
value of the book, the next will be a 
screening of the film, followed by a 
study of how the filmmaker trans-
forms the book’s ideas and charac-
ters into cinema. 

A number of Observer read-
ers have joined us in the past for 

these classes and we look forward 
to meeting more new people and the 
insights they bring. These classes are 
sponsored by Case Western Reserve 
University’s Adult Continuing Edu-
cation program. 

Advance registration together 
with payment of the course fee of 
$70 is required, and must be received 
by CWRU no later than Jan. 4. There-
after walk-ins may sign up as space 
allows. Class size is limited to 25.

For more information on this 
class or to register, call Marianne 
at 440-808-0076 or Beverly at 440-
835-2917. 

Attention mystery lovers: Sign up now for class 
on detective novels at Bay Library
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A lifetime of achievement

  S
i Señor

27155 Detroit Rd.
Westlake

Corner of Dover & Detroit

440-250-0882

www.sisenormexicangrill.com

Celebrate the 
Holiday Season 

with us!

Serving Margaritas everyday of the week

Hours: Mon -Thu. 11am-10pm
Fri 11am-10:30pm
 Sat.Noon-10:30pm

Sun. noon-9pm

Dec. 24th lunch special - 
Fajitas for two + pitcher 

of margaritas - $25
Holiday Hours: 

Open Sat.,Dec.,24 
11am-3pm; 

Closed Dec. 25 and Jan. 1

Order 
your holiday 
Party Tray 

Today!

3.25 - Ad artwork ©2011 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

Stonehouse Grill
1/2 Price appetizers after 9pm 

and during Browns games
Bottles of wine 1/2 price - Sat. 4-9pm

24850 Center Ridge Rd.
440-871-4745

A & J’s Grill
26285 Detroit Rd.

(corner of Detroit & Canterbury)

440-617-7827

Visit us online at www.stonehousegrill.com

Enjoy the 
Holiday Season!

from all of us at

38 years in business - 10 years in Westlake
Thank you to the community for your support!

“Eat, Drink, Shop and Be Merry” 

by Audrey Ray, fourth-grader at  Westerly 
Elementary School

It feels good when all your hard work pays off. That’s 
what happened the evenings of Dec. 6 and Dec. 
8 at the Westerly School Holiday Program. Mrs. 

Engelbrecht, our music teacher, and Mr. Judge, our 
student teacher from Cleveland State University, put 
together a magnificent show for all the parents and rela-
tives to see.

This year’s theme was “Christmas is Love.” Each 
class sang holiday songs and played musical instru-
ments. Some classes even danced! The fourth-graders 
sang songs like “Jingle Bell Rock,” “I Saw Three Ships” 
and “The Holly and the Ivy.”

I got to play the alto-xylophone for “Jingle Bell Rock.” 
It’s a difficult song to play because it has a rock beat. My 
friends and I were nervous because there were so many 
people and we were also excited to perform what we had 
spent so many weeks practicing.

After the third- and fourth-grade classes sang, the 
Fourth Grade Chorus, which has 124 members, sang 
beautiful songs like “Song of Joy” and “Lights of Hanuk-
kah.” The Fourth Grade Chorus is different from the 
fourth-grade classes because we actually stayed after 
school every Thursday since the first week of October 
to rehearse for this show. 

It is so much fun and definitely worth doing because 
Mrs. Engelbrecht is an excellent music teacher and so 
is Mr. Judge and we learned a lot from them. They even 
treated us to a banana split party at our last rehearsal.

This year’s holiday program was a huge success. I 
felt sad when it was over because that’s the last one I will 
ever do at Westerly Elementary, but I am now finding 
myself looking forward to our winter break!

Thank you to all my readers that have been reading 
my columns since they began in June. I want to wish all 
of you a Happy Holiday season and a Happy New Year! 
See you in 2012! 

TALES OF A FOURTh-GRADE SOMEThING

Westerly’s holiday   
ProgramWestlake resident enters race for state rep

Letters to the Editor

I am excited to announce that I am off and run-
ning in my campaign to become the next Representa-
tive to the Ohio House from the 16th District; which 
includes Westlake, Bay Village, Rocky River, Fairview 
Park and North Olmsted.

A native of Cleveland, I am a Westlake resident, 
a husband, father and teacher. I am a dedicated 
family man with three young children. During this 
campaign, my wife, who is also a teacher, and I will 
celebrate our 20th anniversary. I’m a proud Navy 
veteran of 20 years. My family is the typical middle-
class, hard working Ohio family. 

I am running because I know we need a vastly 
improved economy that offers good jobs for the 
future of our children, and I will work hard to see that 
happens. I know we need to protect the environment 
for their safety and health, so that Ohio’s beauty is 
there for them to enjoy with their children. I am in 
this race because I want a better life for my family 
and the families in our district and in Ohio. 

My life has been a life of service, first in the 
military and then as a teacher. I have served as a 
building delegate, a chapter chairperson, as a del-

egate to the North Shore Federation of Labor, and 
on the Cleveland Teachers Union Executive Board. 
I have watched as our current representative, Nan 
Baker, has supported a series of experiments on our 
public schools, supporting failed policies such as 
for-profit charter schools, vouchers, and a flawed 
accountability system based primarily on standard-
ized test scores. I know our children deserve much 
better. Our public schools deserve to be supported, 
not punished. Our schools and our tax money should 
not be handed over to the lowest bidder with the best 
political connections.

It is going to be a long haul but, as a long-distance 
runner and marathoner, I know what it takes to get to 
the finish line. I will soon be hosting a district-wide 
campaign kick-off event. I look forward to meeting 
more members of our community as I go door to 
door throughout our neighborhoods. So much needs 
to be done, and I am the candidate that will bring 
much-needed positive change to our community.

Sincerely,
Todd LeVeck, Westlake
Candidate for State Representative

Barb Bartlome, currently the Director of Com-
munity Relations at the Gardens at Westlake, has spent 
a good portion of her career on top of the marketing 
and sales world in the Greater Cleveland area. Barb is 
known throughout the community for her dedication, 
tireless efforts and attention to detail in everything she 
does. She has made many colleagues and close friends 
throughout the years and to this day continues to add 
her expertise to the long-term-care field. She not only 
guides the Gardens at Westlake in marketing and sales 
but also in the enhancement of activity programming 
through her vast resources throughout the area.

Barb has over 32 years of dedicated service in 
the healthcare industry, which began at The Good 
Samaritan Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center. 
After over 20 years of distinguished service there, she 
took on the next challenge: assisted living facilities. 

As Director of Community Relations at Our House 
and now The Gardens at Westlake, Barb has set a tone 
of excellence in which everyone strives for. Barb is 
also guest lecturer, educational instructor, health care 
consultant as well as coordinator for Adult Enrich-
ment for Geriatrics and Alzheimer’s. These are but a 
few of the professional duties in which she excels at.

Her achievements are many including being rec-
ognized in numerous community newspapers, being 

a featured columnist in Great Ideas in Long term Care 
as well as Creative Forecasting. She has been recog-
nized by the Ohio House of Representatives for her 
community involvement, was successfully nominated 
for the Volunteer of the Year award in 1994, and was 
invited by the mayor of Westlake to be a member of 
the Business, Retention and Expansion Task Force. 
Barb was also successful in writing a letter that helped 
the Westlake Senior Center obtain a $300,000 renova-
tion grant; the largest award from the grant program 
for the city of Westlake.

Over the years, Barb has been a member of cham-
bers of commerce, educational committees and well-
ness councils. She has been president of civic organi-
zations and on the boards of trustees as well. While 
she has kept quite busy in her professional life she 
also has found time for her hobbies as well. She is an 
avid reader, enjoys ballroom dancing, loves to exercise 
and play golf. She is fondest of all these days spending 
time with her children and four grandsons.

It is an honor to know Barb Bartlome and call 
her a colleague. Her many accomplishments, awards 
and career have led to a lifetime of achievement. Con-
gratulations, Barb, on all you have achieved and all 
you continue to strive for.

– Jason Stitt, The Gardens at Westlake

by David Simon

I’m a local artist and writer here in Westlake, and 
I’ve entered a contest sponsored by e-book publisher 
MeeGenius. My children’s book manuscript, “Up Ned’s 
Nose,” needs your votes! If you have a moment, please 
check out my story at meegenius.com/challenge/up-
neds-nose-by-david-simon, and if you like it, please vote! 
Part of the grand prize package is a complete MeeGenius 
library for use at Holly Lane Elementary School. 

Westlake author needs your votes!
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Now serving 
breakfast all day 
Check out our daily specials 

Dover Commons Plaza
660 Dover Center Rd.

440-835-9011
M-F 7am-8pm; Sat. 8am-8pm
Breakfast 8am-2pm Sundays

www.thebaydiner.com
Follow us on

Gift 
Cards

Holiday 
Catering

“Eat, Drink, Shop and Be Merry” 

Ad artwork ©2011 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. 
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

B A Y L A N E S

BOWLING

27229 Wolf Rd., Bay Village

440-871-0911
www.BayLanesBowl.com

AMAZING 
NEW YEAR’S 
EVE PARTY! 

$99
Per Lane
UP TO 6 PEOPLE

BOWLING 
* MUSIC * 
DRAWINGS

PLUS FINGER FOODS 
& PARTY FAVORS            
3 TIME SLOTS: 6-8PM 
8:30-10:30PM 

11PM-1AM

Only
RESERVE 
YOUR 
LANE 
TODAY!

Includes
Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

VICKI’S

Diner

26105 Center Ridge
(440) 835-5031

TUES-SAT 7am-3pm * CLOSED SUN

Party Trays & Take-Out

VICKI’S

by Dianne Borowski

The joys of Christmas are overshadowed 
by the intense heat, noise, exhaustion 
and anxiety experienced by our troops 

stationed in the Middle East. Separated from 
family and friends, our service personnel may 
find the holidays the loneliest time of their 
tour of duty. Surrounded by the unfamiliar, our 
troops must look for ways to adjust to a foreign 
lifestyle. How they must long for the comfort 
and certainty of home.

Thanks to the efforts of the West Shore Senior 
Center’s Craft Club, thirty-six members of our 
armed forces will have their holiday season bright-
ened by eighteen-inch Christmas trees decorated 
with handcrafted ornaments in shades of red, 
white and blue. A tiny dove sits on the top of on the 
tree, symbolizing the peace which our troops hope 
to achieve in these places so far from home.

I can’t imagine living in a military zone, surrounded by sus-
picion, hostility and fear. I believe any reminder of home cheers 
the hearts of those who defend our country from the grasp of 
tyrants and terrorists. What losses our military personnel must 
suffer. What stress they must feel. Surely nothing can take away the 
horror of the situation, but each little reminder of home, especially 
during this time of the year, must bring some joy to the hearts of 
these brave men and women.

Here is a poem composed by Joanne Rubino, member of the 
West Shore Senior Center Craft Club, which sums up the meaning 
of the little Christmas trees:

These trees were made by grams 
and moms with lots of love 
and pride.
We’ve loved ones from our families

fighting right there by your sides.
Our prayers and wishes go out to you,
to each and every one.
May blessings shower down on you
until your duty’s done.
We long to have you all back home
with families once again,
but here’s a little Christmas joy
To cheer you until then.
Thanks to all the clubs, groups and individuals who donated 

their time and talents to the Christmas tree project and to Pat 
Catan’s for donating so many trees. We can really never repay 
the men and women of our Armed Forces for what they do for 
us on a daily basis. At least remembering them with a card or a 
letter will let them know we care. Support the USO, support our 
troops and have a wonderful holiday season. 

Seniors send Christmas joy to troops overseasBay Kiwanis trees 
available ‘til Dec.19
by karen Uthe Semancik 

The Bay Village Kiwanis Club has 
been stationed at the Cahoon 
Park gazebo since Nov. 26, sell-

ing Christmas trees for a cause. Sales 
will continue through Dec. 19.

Three Christmas tree varietals 
will be available, including Fraser Firs, 
Douglas Firs and Blue Spruces. Most 
trees are 6-7 or 7-8 feet high and in 
the $45-$70 price range, with a limited 
number of 10-12 foot Frasier Firs avail-
able for $120. Delivery is available for a 
$5 donation.

Sale hours are Monday-Thursday, 
3-6 p.m.; Friday, 3-8 p.m.; and Saturday 
and Sunday, 11 a.m.-8 p.m.

Funds generated by the annual 
Christmas tree sale supports the Bay 
Kiwanis Club’s annual commitment to 
providing scholarships to graduating 
seniors. In addition, the sales also sup-
port other projects like: Rachel’s Chal-
lenge, Reese Park renovations, Play in 
Bay renovations, Village Food Project, 
BAYarts, educational grants through the 
Bay Village Education Foundation and 
many more.

If you have questions regarding 
the Christmas tree sale, please contact 
Kiwanian Russ Bauknecht at 440-871-
9162 or bayruss@aol.com. 

Betty Singell, center, and Cynthia Conklin, right, worked for days 
under the instruction of Marge Bates, left, as they hand made each 
ornament that adorned the trees.
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Delivering a variety of  
birthing options.

For over 20 years, the midwives at Lakewood Hospital have been  

offering alternative birthing services such as water births,  

as well as support, advice and personalized care. Our team of experts is  

just minutes away from Cleveland Clinic Children’s Hospital Level III  

Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at Fairview Hospital.

Call 216.227.2500 for an appointment.

lakewoodhospital.org/midwifery
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Looking for quality, affordable dental care?
David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

 www.drdavecares.com

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

FREE...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate 

to Giant Eagle with new patient exam and x-rays
Limit 2 per family

WINTER SPECIAL WITH THIS AD

NAIL Spa O

Full Set

      Fill
$20

   or $10

440-250-9174
624 Dover Center Rd.

(Next to Fraggapane)
Open 7 days

Exquisite and tranquil experience for less

OFFER GOOD MON, TUES OR WED. THRU 2/29/2012 
(LIMIT ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER, PLEASE)

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Give the gift of beauty, health and wellness

 

 

 

28025 Clemens Rd., Suite 4, Westlake
440-250-9733

by Steve Novak

The historic 
landmark 
bui lding 

that sits on Dover 
Center Road in 
Westlake right 
before you head 
over the railroad 
tracks to Bay 
Village houses a 
restaurant that 
can boast an 
inviting atmo-
sphere inside as 
well as out.

As you enter 
the front door, 
the warm, rustic 
moose lodge 
finish makes 
you feel right at 
home. Booths 
and tables dress the left side of the res-
taurant while a long straight bar runs 
down the opposite side.

A beautiful mural draws your 
eyes to the back wall giving you a 
vision of what the building might have 
looked like in the early part of the past 
century.

Once you sit down, just look to the 
table stand to grab a menu. The core 
menu, along with seasonal and “other 
stuff’ menus, requires you to take your 
time looking everything over.

The Jumbo Chicken Wings ($9.99) 
are a great way to get started. The bak-
er’s dozen – that’s 13 for those at home 
– are wonderfully crispy and dressed 
with just the right amount of sauce, 
four to choose from.

For you seafood lovers, go with 
the Crispy Calamari ($9.99) or Buffalo 
Calamari ($10.99). Both are lightly fried 
golden brown and served over hand-
cut chips. Also served with marinara 
and cocktail sauce or tossed in Buf-
falo sauce with crumbled bleu cheese. 
Personally I would go with the Buffalo 
style, wow!

If you don’t usually think that an 
entrée salad is filling enough, Mooseh-
ead will change your mind. Try the Taco 
Salad (Chicken, Beef or Turkey, $9.99; 

Steak $11.99). 
An edible fried 
tortilla bowl 
is filled with 
fresh greens, 
olives, jalape-
ños, cheese and 
topped with your 
meat choice. 
The tastiness is 
neverending.

When it 
comes to sand-
wiches,  the 
selections are 
numerous and 
all tempting. 
Mozzarella Mad-
ness ($10.49) 
starts with fried 
mozzarella pat-
ties, fresh greens, 
tomatoes and a creamy pesto mayo on 
French bread. Oh, and please choose 
chicken, roast beef or veggies to finish 
off this tasty sandwich.

Grouper Fingers (market price) sea-
soned and lightly fried just enhances the 
flakiness of the fish, served with fresh-cut 
French fries and special slaw. Nothing is 
better than grouper to take my mind on 
a quick trip to Florida.

Now let’s get your hands dirty. A full 

slab of Baby Back 
Ribs ($19.99) 
is coated with 
a nice tangy 
BBQ sauce and 
served with cole 
slaw and grilled 
toast, so belly 
up to the bones. 
Don’t worry, they 
supply plenty of 
napkins and wet-
naps to keep you 
clean.

Don’t over-
look the Yellow 
Fin Lake Erie 
Perch entrée 
(market price) 
at the bottom 
of the appetizer 
section. Fried 

golden brown to perfection served with 
fries, pierogi and cole slaw, bring your 
appetite for this one. Perch seems to dis-
appear from most restaurants once the 
weather cools, but not at the Mooseh-
ead Saloon where it’s a year-round stan-
dard.

A few of the items above came with 
a side dish that I intentionally neglected 
to mention just because it needed its own 
paragraph: Hand-cut Potato Chips. They 

may seem to be a simple side dish, but 
they always come out nicely warm, crisp 
as can be, seasoned just right and served 
with a homemade French onion-style dip 
that makes it so delicious it can become 
an addiction. So much so that we’ll order 
a basket just to get the meal started.

The service staff whose faces 
are familiar give good and adequate 
service.

I would be remiss if I didn’t men-
tion the seasonal patio. A Westlake In 
Bloom winner on countless occasions, 
the Moosehead Saloon’s patio is second 
to none on the westside of Cleveland. 
Its cascading waters down glass parti-
tions, beautiful planting, gas-fired log 
fireplace and outdoor ventilation system 
is no longer the best kept secret on the 
westside, much to the chagrin to those 
of us who discovered it early on.

Putting it all together, the Mooseh-
ead Saloon has become a regular stomp-
ing ground for anyone looking for a lunch 
or dinner destination.

Steve Novak is a Westlake 
resident and 30-year veteran in the 
restaurant industry, working at all 
levels from dishwasher to manager 
to chef/owner. The Observer makes 
two anonymous visits per restaurant 
and does not accept complimentary 
meals.  

Moosehead Saloon’s atmosphere keeps you coming backLOCAL
DINING

Moosehead Saloon
694 Dover Center Rd., Westlake

440-871-7742
sites.google.com/sites/mooseheadsaloon/

Hours: Monday-Saturday, 11 a.m.-Midnight; 
Sunday, 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

Prices: Soups, Salads, Appetizers, $3.49-
$15.99; Burgers & Sandwiches, $8.49-$14.49; 
Entrees, $11.49-$20.99 (some items at market 
price); Desserts, $4.99-$8.99

Reservations: No; Call-ahead seating 
available

Credit Cards: All Major

Cuisine: American

Kids Menu: Yes

Bar Service: Full

Accessibility: No

Grade: 
Ratings: 1 star: Fair; 2 stars: Good; 3 stars: Very Good; 
4 stars: Excellent
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by Brenda O’Reilly

The holiday season is upon us, and 
there are so many wonderful tradi-
tions that help us to celebrate with 

family and friends like entertaining, gift 
giving and decorating. Here are some tips 
to make your holiday season “greener.”

When entertaining:
Invest in an extra set of inexpensive 

plates. The white ones go with anything. 
This way you won’t need the single-use 
paper or plastic plates. Same goes for 
utensils and glasses. In the long run, 
you’ll save money and “green” your 
entertaining events.

Buy some inexpensive cloth nap-
kins. Place them in a napkin holder, and 
they will look very festive around your 
holiday table.

Purchase some inexpensive cloth 

hand towels. These can be placed in a 
basket to be used by your guests when 
they wash their hands.

Buy local and organic foods when-
ever possible. Not only is the organic 
produce much healthier for you, you’ll 
be supporting local farmers.

Set up a recycle container for your 
gathering. Ask your guests to help you 
recycle.

When shopping for your event, make 
sure to bring your reusable bags or boxes. 
Make it a goal to get out of the store with 
as few plastic bags as possible.

When gift giving:
Give the gift of your time instead of 

the gift of “stuff.” Give your loved one or 
friend the gift of a trip to a local venue 
– Playhouse Square Theaters, Hunting-
ton Playhouse, Clague Playhouse, the 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History, 

the Cleveland Orchestra, the Cleveland 
Museum of Art, or the RainForest at the 
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo are great 
places to visit in winter.

Buy gifts that use organic, re-pur-
posed, and recycled content.

Look for gifts that are made locally.
When gift wrapping, use gift paper 

that is non-foil type paper and make sure 
to recycle it.

Give gifts that help others to be 
“greener” – ideas include a bicycle, a 
compost bin and a rain barrel.

Instead of buying a bunch of “stuff” 
for your kids, consider opening a bank 
or mutual fund account with a generous 
deposit. Your children can watch their 
money grow over time. This also teaches 
your kids the value of saving.

When decorating:
Use decorations that can be reused 

each holiday season.
Buy the LED lights for your tree 

and holiday decorating. They only use 
a fraction of the electricity of the tradi-
tional lights and will save you significant 
amounts on your electric bill.

Put your lights on a timer. That way 
you can program them to be on only 
when they’ll be enjoyed.

Recycle your used lights – both 
Home Depot and Lowe’s will recycle used 
Christmas lights.

If you have a real Christmas tree, 
make sure that it goes to the local compost 
facility, not the landfill, when you are done 
with it. Many cities (including Bay Village 
and Westlake) have programs to pick up 
and shred real Christmas trees. The trees 
must be free of all non-compostable items 
such as tinsel, ornaments and lights, and 
cannot be in a plastic bag. 

BAY VILLAGE GREEN TEAM

Tips to make your holiday season a little more ‘green’!

by Tom Meyrose

The Huntington Playhouse season 
comes to an end with a production 
of “Miracle on 34th Street” playing 

through Dec. 18.
This is a new twist on the classic story 

as it presented as a radio show. The story is 
the same, though, with the fun and Christ-
mas wonder still there for the entire family 
to enjoy.

The theatre is also selling gift certificates 
and its popular Flex Pass for those people 
wanting to give the gift of live theatre for the 
Christmas season.

Gift certificates are on sale for $20 per 
admission. Flex passes, which give you 7 admis-
sions for $119 are also available.  Flex Passes can 
be used in any combination at any of the Friday, 
Saturday or public Sunday matinees.

Tickets, gift certificates, flex passes and 
chances to enter a drawing for a one week stay 
in Naples, Fla., can be obtained by calling the 
box office at 440-871-8333.

Huntington Playhouse is located at 28601 
Lake Rd. in Bay Village and is an affiliate of the 
Cleveland Metroparks. 

‘Miracle’ closes 
Huntington 
Playhouse’s season

by Kathy Rigdon

The Youth Challenge gang kicked 
off the holiday season with a 
special show on Dec. 10 at Mag-

nificat High School’s Performing Arts 
Center. The talented stars of the Dance 
and Drama Program entertained the 
crowd with an original production, “A 
Very Magical Christmas at the Mall.” 

Almost fifty participants and 
volunteers worked tirelessly to cho-

reograph group routines for the show. 
Performances included the acting, 
dancing and performing talents of 
everyone involved. The result of their 
hard work was an entertaining and 
hilarious production.

After the show, the 2011 Vol-
unteer of the Year, Steve Nock, was 
recognized. Nock, of Bay Village, has 
supported Youth Challenge in many 
ways since 1998. He’s been integral 
in the leadership of Youth Challenge 

for the past six years as president of 
the Board of Trustees, as a member 
of the Executive Committee, through 
his involvement with the Capital 
Campaign, and as the current head 
of the newly formed Financial Devel-
opment Team. 

The evening also included a spe-
cial Volunteer Recognition ceremony 
to honor the many teen volunteers 
who gave more than 9,000 hours of 
service to Youth Challenge in 2011. 

Youth Challenge kids take center stage

Members of the Youth Challenge Dance & Drama program take a break from the Holiday Show rehearsal for 
some fun in the YC gym in Westlake.
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by Eileen Stockdale

It’s been quite a year in 
the brand-new Sulli-
van Family Gallery 

at BAYarts; what better 
way to end the year than 
with the magic of Stanka 
Kordic, the award-win-
ning Lakewood painter.

On Dec. 1, about 
40 guests attended an 
artist talk, sipped wine 
and got a chance to get 
an in-depth look at how 
the artist is inspired 
and her technique. The 
event was the second in 
a series of Gallery Talks 
featuring artists and their work, to be continued in 2012.

Kordic’s show has been extended through December in the Fuller House Sullivan Family Gal-
lery. Hours are Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.; Saturday, 8a.m.-4 p.m.; and Sunday, noon-4 p.m.; or 
by appointment. Visit bayarts.net for more information about this and upcoming shows. 

Stanka Kordic gives gallery talk at BAYarts 

Ho Ho             ! 
 at BAYarts  

Extended 
HOLIDAY HOURS 
8 – 3  Mon – Fri 
 8 – 4  Saturday 
12 – 4   Sunday 

Stay awhile… 
warm your spirit  

with a festive holiday  
beverage at  

Mojo’s at BAYarts 
in the Fuller House 

Hot Cocoa,  
Gingerbread Latte,  

Peppermint Bark Mocha,  
Eggnog Latte,  

Maple White Mocha 
Seasonal & Holiday  

Pastries 

Have your  
Breakfast or Lunch 
meeting at Mojos 
Groups up to 25 

mojos@bayarts.net 
to schedule 

Free 
WI-FI  

Mojo’s at BAYarts 28795 Lake Rd Huntington Reservation  Bay Village 

by karen Petkovik

As part of BAYarts’ holiday 
events, a very special night 
out is planned for “the ladies” 

highlighting shop artists on Thurs-
day, Dec. 15, from 7-9 p.m. in the 
Sullivan Family Gallery in the Fuller 
House. Complimentary wine and 
appetizers (from Mojo’s at BAYarts), 
holiday music and extended hours 
in the Holiday Shop will make this a 
truly festive night.

Artists will include Jewelry by 
Francine, Francine Ruth’s unique 
silver, leather and copper creations 
with an edge; Lori Paximadis’ 
unique copper and silver necklac-
es; Matt Richards – a ceramic artist 
with small gift items and larger art 
pieces with an Asian influence; 
Rocco-Bella Boutique – one-of-a-
kind head pieces for children and adults; 
Interior Designer Heather Depietro spe-
cializing in beautiful handmade items, 
wall art and furniture; Kim Johnson of 
Vintage Novella – original gift items from 
re-purposed materials (Kim also creates 
beautiful furniture from vintage finds); 
and Gordon Cikra’s homemade syrup 
from Taylor Family Farms. More artists 
and more surprises await you. 

Enjoy a girls’ night out at BAYarts 

Stanka Kordic beside her “The Path Takes Hold” painting at 
BAYarts’ Sullivan Family Gallery.

by Nancy heaton

Bay Village Historical Society cre-
ated beautiful Cloisonne enam-
eled ornaments, rich with 
detail and colors to memori-
alize and honor the historic 
structures found through-
out the city. Sadly, many 
of many of the buildings 
are fading into history, but 
this year’s ornament cel-
ebrates the renovation and 
opening of one of the city’s 
favorites: The Irene Lawrence 
Fuller House on the BAYarts 
campus.

A new ornament is offered 
every year. Don’t worry if you 
missed a year, the entire col-
lection can be purchased at the Historical Society or BAYarts Holiday 
Gift Shop. Priced between $13 and $15, the ornaments make wonderful 
gifts. The ornaments are also available on Sun., Dec. 18 at the Rose Hill 
Museum during museum hours, 2-4;30 p.m. or by contacting Carole 
Roske at 440-871-4797.

BAYarts’ extended holiday hours are Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(Thursdays until 8 p.m.) and Sunday, noon-5 p.m. The Historical Soci-
ety’s Rose Hill Museum is open Sundays from 2-4:30 p.m. The museum 
telephone number is 440-871-7338. 

Collectors’ ornaments honor 
Bay Village’s historic buildings

The Bay Village Historical society’s 
2011 Christmas ornament of the 
Lawrence Fuller House.

by Diana Brewer

Join Matthew 
Ullumn, head 
chef  and 

owner of Sweet 
Melissa in Rocky 
River, on Dec. 20 
from 6:30-9:30 
p.m. at BAYarts 
Fuller House 
for another fun-
filled evening of 
holiday cooking. 
Matt will teach 
you how to make his favorite holiday appetizers including tap-
enades, flatbreads, crostini and dips to help you prepare for 
stress-free holiday entertaining.

The class is $50 and includes complimentary wine and a feast 
of appetizers! Space is limited. To register, email: info@s-melissa.
com. More information is available at www.s-melissa.com. 

Appetizer cooking class 
Dec. 20 at BAYarts
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AVON
AVON CITY CENTRE
35925 Detroit Rd. 44011
Inside Avalon Jewelers
Next to AT&T and Chipotle
MON-SAT: 10 - 8    SUNDAY: 12 - 6 

PARMA New Location! 
5793 Pearl Rd. 44129
Inside Avalon Jewelers
At the Intersection of Pearl Rd. and Snow Rd.
MON-SAT: 10 -7

Locally owned and operated. Licensed, bonded and insured. www.650GOLD.com

GET CASH TODAY!
Check out what we’ve bought from your neighbors!Bonus!

GOLD JEWELRY
Unwanted Charm 
Bracelet with Broken 
Clasp

STERLING 
SILVER
Tea Service

DIAMONDS 

Round Diamond, 
2.1 Carats, D 
Color, VVS2

LUXURY 
WATCHES
Rolex Paul 
Newman Dial

Up to $500

83

WHEN YOU CASH IN $100 OR MORE WORTH OF ITEMS

Gold coins or bullion excluded. Valid with this coupon only at any 650-GOLD location. Limit 
one coupon per customer per day. Coupon must be presented prior to transaction.

Expires December 31, 2011

BVO
1213

GET YOUR BONUS CASH!

CASH IN $100–$399, GET $25 BONUS CASH
CASH IN $400–$999, GET $50 BONUS CASH

CASH IN $1,000–$4,999 GET $100 BONUS CASH
CASH IN $5,000 OR MORE, GET $500 BONUS CASH

BONUS CASH
when you sell your gold!

www.AvalonJewelersCleveland.com

AVON
35925 Detroit Road
Avon, OH 44011
440-937-3300

MENTOR
6986 Heisley Road
Mentor, OH 44060
440-255-5525

PARMA
5793 Pearl Road
Parma, OH 44129
440-888-7360

Chamilia’s exclusive
Swarovski Collection

The Highly Anticipated
2011 Winter Collection

Largest Selection of Beads and Customer Service fit for Royalty

The Perfect Holiday Gift for the 
Women on Your Shopping List

Plenty of Comfortable Seating  |  Gift Certificates  |  All Major Credit Cards Accepted  
Guaranteed Lowest Prices on all Beads

The perfect holiday gift for the women you love (spouse, girlfriend, mom, sister, 
friend, aunt, niece, grandma) is a bead from Avalon Jewelers.  Each gorgeous 

bead has a very personal heartfelt meaning from you to her.  It will be cherished, 
celebrated and enjoyed with warm loving thoughts of you forever, instead of a 
common gift that will be soon forgotten.  

Choose beads with a Holiday theme, or with a design for love, friendship, admiration, 
accomplishments, special occasions or anything else you want to say.  Or just buy for 
the beauty alone, or to make that special out�t a real head-turner!  Service Fit For 
Royalty:  we are well-known for our warm, friendly, helpful, and very patient service.   
You can take all the time you want.   Touch and try on as many beads as you would 
like.  Leave with the perfect beads for your shopping list and yourself.

This week only, you will receive a FREE $30.00 Value Surprise Mystery Gift with 
any purchase.   Hurry in for the best selection and sale prices on our exclusive 
beads available ONLY at our Avalon Jewelers stores and ONLY this week!


